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Strengthening the protection of biodiversity in Europe through 
sustainable and fair financing of the Bern Convention

Motion for a resolution
tabled by Ms Liliana TANGUY and other members of the Assembly

This motion has not been discussed in the Assembly and commits only those who have signed it

The Convention on the Conservation of European Wildlife and Natural Habitats (known as the “Bern 
Convention”) is a pioneering instrument of international law for the preservation of biodiversity in Europe, 
signed by 50 States and the European Union. Its purpose is to ensure the conservation of wild flora and fauna 
and their natural habitat. It ensures the protection of endangered and vulnerable species listed in the annexes.

Its financing relies on a dozen voluntary contributors only, even though the European continent, like the rest of 
the world, is facing an accelerated loss of biodiversity and threats to natural environments. By 2030, the 
decline in biodiversity is likely to lead to a collapse of wildlife and habitats, degrading human health and well-
being and weakening the ecological balance of our planet. The need for co-operation on a pan-European 
scale to educate new generations, to combat environmental pollution, and to better protect Europe's flora and 
fauna has never been greater.

One of the options to ensure the financial and institutional stability of the Bern Convention is to develop a draft 
Protocol of Amendment to the Convention, establishing a mechanism of mandatory financial contributions. 
The implementation of a long-term solution should go hand in hand with more voluntary contributions to the 
new Bern Convention Fund, to ensure that the Convention has the necessary resources to carry out its work 
program.

The Parliamentary Assembly could make recommendations to ensure sustainable and equitable funding to 
strengthen the Council of Europe environmental treaty benefit and thus concretely guarantee the right to a 
clean, healthy and sustainable environment.

Signed (see overleaf)
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Signed1:

TANGUY Liliana, France, ALDE
BAYR Petra, Austria, SOC
BOUYX Bertrand, France, ALDE
BULAI Iulian, Romania, ALDE
CASTEL Laura, Spain, UEL
CLAPOT Mireille, France, ALDE
COTTIER Damien, Switzerland, ALDE
DAEMS Rik, Belgium, ALDE
FOURNIER Bernard, France, EPP/CD
FRESKO-ROLFO Béatrice, Monaco, ALDE
FRIDEZ Pierre-Alain, Switzerland, SOC
GHAZARYAN Sona, Armenia, ALDE
GIRAUD Joël, France, ALDE
HAJDUKOVIĆ Domagoj, Croatia, SOC
HEMMEN Cécile, Luxembourg, SOC
KARAMANLI Marietta, France, SOC
KOVÁCS Elvira, Serbia, EPP/CD
LE NAY Jacques, France, ALDE
LOPATKA Reinhold, Austria, EPP/CD
MARTINEZ SEIJO Luz, Spain, SOC
SANTIAGO Isabelle, France, SOC
SERRE Nathalie, France, EPP/CD
STOICA Diana, Romania, ALDE
THORSVIK Ingvild Wetrhus, Norway, ALDE
VALENTIN Kim, Denmark, ALDE

1. ALDE: Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe
EPP/CD: Group of the European People's Party
SOC: Socialists, Democrats and Greens Group
UEL: Group of the Unified European Left
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