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Protecting human rights in and through sport: obligations and 
shared responsibilities

Motion for a resolution
tabled by Mr Kim VALENTIN and other members of the Assembly

This motion has not been discussed in the Assembly and commits only those who have signed it

The topic of human rights in and through sport has been at the centre of the last three Council of Europe 
Conferences of Ministers responsible for Sport held in 2018, 2020-2021 and 2022. Also, the Council of 
Europe priorities in the field of sport for the years 2022-2025 place the protection of human rights in sport 
firmly on the agenda of governments and sports organisations and strive for major advances in the promotion 
of values-driven sport, in line with the revised European Sports Charter of 2021.

The Parliamentary Assembly has repeatedly stated that sports governance should aim at upholding human 
dignity and at fostering human rights, and that major sports events can be – and should become – a powerful 
tool to trigger true advances in the protection of human rights and fundamental freedoms, throughout the 
whole process from the selection of the host countries to the organisation and running of the competitions and 
even after their end in terms of legacy.

Resolution 2420 (2022) “Football governance: business and values” calls for the establishment of stringent 
human rights conditionalities and a more rigorous compliance assessment in the bidding process to host 
major competitions. It also calls for enhanced protection of children and young athletes against violence and 
abuses in sports, and for stronger policies to counter discrimination and achieve gender equality.

The Assembly, following on from previous work, should keep on monitoring how these calls are implemented, 
and reaffirm that they apply to all sports, and not only to football. The Assembly should also strengthen co-
operation with major international sport organisations and other relevant stakeholders, and work hand in hand 
with them to encourage concrete steps forward in the protection of human rights and the promotion of Council 
of Europe standards and values in and through sport.

Signed (see overleaf)

https://pace.coe.int

 https://pace.coe.int   

http://rm.coe.int/0900001680a5247f
http://rm.coe.int/0900001680a5247f
https://pace.coe.int/en/files/29765


Signed1:

VALENTIN Kim, Denmark, ALDE
BONETT Chris, Malta, SOC
CARVALHO Nuno, Portugal, EPP/CD
CRISTEA Andi-Lucian, Romania, SOC
EFSTATHIOU Constantinos, Cyprus, SOC
FOULKES George, United Kingdom, SOC
GRIPPO Valentina, Italy, ALDE
GRYFFROY Andries, Belgium, NR
HUSEYNOV Rafael, Azerbaijan, ALDE
IORDANOVA Nadejda, Bulgaria, NR
JENSEN Mogens, Denmark, SOC
JOVANOVIĆ Stefan, Serbia, NR
KRAVCHUK Yevheniia, Ukraine, ALDE
LACINA Jan, Czechia, EPP/CD
MARTINEZ SEIJO Luz, Spain, SOC
NĚMCOVÁ Miroslava, Czechia, EC/DA
PIETRELLA Fabio, Italy, EC/DA
ROCHA FERREIRA Catarina, Portugal, EPP/CD
RUSTAMYAN Armen, Armenia, SOC
SAAR Indrek, Estonia, SOC
SATER Amanda, United Kingdom, EC/DA
SCHENNACH Stefan, Austria, SOC
SEPASHVILI Eka, Georgia, EC/DA

1. ALDE: Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe
EC/DA: European Conservatives Group and Democratic Alliance
EPP/CD: Group of the European People's Party
SOC: Socialists, Democrats and Greens Group
NR: Representatives not belonging to a Political Group
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