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Tools to prevent and address transnational repression

Motion for a resolution
tabled by Mr Constantinos EFSTATHIOU and other members of the Assembly

This motion has not been discussed in the Assembly and commits only those who have signed it

The Parliamentary Assembly Resolution 2509 (2023) “Transnational repression as a growing threat to the rule
of law and human rights” notes that one of the four main methods of transnational repression includes forms
of interstate legal assistance such as anti-money laundering and anti-terrorism financing measures. While the
report at the origin of this resolution describes some examples of abuses, it does neither define transnational
repression nor describe how geographically wide the problem is. It does not mention the tools that can be
used to prevent it either.

In particular, the dangerous practice of disclosing personal information and banking data to oppressive
governments, allowing them to further target their opponents with smear campaigns, fabrication of criminal
charges, and different forms of harassment, remains unaddressed. This type of abuse leads, amongst others,
to financial exclusion and deprivation of property through termination of bank accounts and asset freezing.

Human rights defenders reported that even European financial institutions generally take such steps
automatically as part of their compliance and risk mitigation policies, without providing any remedies. Similar
concerns were raised by the United Nations Special Rapporteur on counter-terrorism and human rights,
Fionnuala Ni Aolain: 69 % of relevant Human Rights Committee recommendations focused on the abuse of
counter-terrorism surveillance practices against civil society.

As recalled in a relevant motion for a resolution (Doc. 15697), faced with this form of transnational repression,
rights activists and opposition members have resorted to raising and storing funds in crypto-assets, such as
bitcoin and stablecoins, whose role, also as a humanitarian aid delivery and emergency response tool, should
be reflected in relevant regulations.

The Assembly should analyse the above-mentioned issues and report on how transnational legal co-operation
can be improved both to ensure protection against transnational crime and to safeguard privacy and human
rights.

Signed (see overleaf)
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EFSTATHIOU Constantinos, Cyprus, SOC
BAYR Petra, Austria, SOC

BERGONZI Régis, Monaco, ALDE
CASTEL Laura, Spain, UEL
EROTOKRITOU Christiana, Cyprus, SOC
FABRICIUS Camilla, Denmark, SOC
FAXE Sascha, Denmark, SOC

FLORIDIA Aurora, Italy, SOC

FRANCOIS Thibaut, France, EC/DA
GAVAN Paul, Ireland, UEL

GIOVAGNOLI Gerardo, San Marino, SOC
HEER Alfred, Switzerland, ALDE
JENSEN Mogens, Denmark, SOC
JOVANOVIC Stefan, Serbia, EC/DA
KILJUNEN Kimmo, Finland, SOC
KOVACS Elvira, Serbia, EPP/CD
MUNCACIU Sorin-Titus, Romania, EC/DA
ORLANDO Andrea, Italy, SOC
PRAMMER Agnes Sirkka, Austria, SOC
SCHENNACH Stefan, Austria, SOC
TORNARITIS Nicos, Cyprus, EPP/CD
VERDUCCI Francesco, Italy, SOC
ZAMPA Sandra, Italy, SOC

1. ALDE: Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe
EC/DA: European Conservatives Group and Democratic Alliance
EPP/CD: Group of the European People's Party
SOC: Socialists, Democrats and Greens Group

UEL: Group of the Unified European Left



