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Violations of media freedom and the right to information in 
Poland

Motion for a resolution
tabled by Mr Marcin ROMANOWSKI and other members of the Assembly

This motion has not been discussed in the Assembly and commits only those who have signed it

The freedom of the press and the right to information are fundamental pillars of democracy and integral to the 
European Convention on Human Rights (ETS No. 5), particularly its Article 10. These standards, binding on 
all Council of Europe member States, guarantee the right to receive information and ensure access to media 
without unjustifiable interference by public authorities.

In Poland, concerns have been raised over the exclusion of TV Republika, one of the country’s largest news 
outlets, from official government press conferences, including those held by crisis management teams during 
the recent floods. This exclusion restricts media pluralism and undermines the public’s right to receive 
accurate information during a national crisis.

Denying a major broadcaster access to public briefings violates media freedom and poses a serious threat to 
democratic standards. In times of emergency, the public’s need for diverse and reliable sources of information 
is vital. Excluding specific media outlets risks distorting the public narrative and erodes trust in the 
transparency and impartiality of the government.

This exclusion contravenes Poland's obligations under Council of Europe standards. The Polish Government 
must immediately ensure equal access to official press events for all media, especially during national crises.

The Parliamentary Assembly should call on Polish authorities to guarantee free and fair media access to all 
press conferences and to respect media pluralism and transparency. The Assembly should also investigate 
these violations and urge Poland to fulfill its commitments under the European Convention on Human Rights, 
reaffirming its dedication to shared democratic values across Europe.

Signed (see overleaf)
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Signed:

ROMANOWSKI Marcin, Poland, EC/DA
ARENT Iwona, Poland, EC/DA
BAKUNETS Pavlo, Ukraine, EC/DA
BLENCATHRA David, United Kingdom, EC/DA
BRABANDERE Bob, De, Belgium, EC/DA
CSÖBÖR Katalin, Hungary, EC/DA
DIAS PINTO Ricardo, Portugal, EC/DA
GARDINI Elisabetta, Italy, EC/DA
GEVORGYAN Armen, Armenia, EC/DA
GONCHARENKO Oleksii, Ukraine, EC/DA
GRAF Martin, Austria, EC/DA
HOLLIK István, Hungary, EC/DA
JABŁOŃSKI Paweł, Poland, EC/DA
KANTHAK Jan, Poland, EC/DA
KEEN Richard, United Kingdom, EC/DA
KLEINWÄCHTER Norbert, Germany, EC/DA
KLOTIŅŠ Jurģis, Latvia, EC/DA
KONSTANKEVYCH Iryna, Ukraine, EC/DA
LIDDELL-GRAINGER Ian, United Kingdom, EC/DA
MILEWSKI Daniel, Poland, EC/DA
MORRIS David, United Kingdom, EC/DA
NACSA Lőrinc, Hungary, EC/DA
NÉMETH Zsolt, Hungary, EC/DA
SCHOOS Alexandra, Luxembourg, EC/DA
SÓJKA Katarzyna, Poland, EC/DA
TIBLOM Victoria, Sweden, EC/DA
TILKI Attila, Hungary, EC/DA
TISTYK Rostyslav, Ukraine, EC/DA
WEYEL Harald, Germany, EC/DA
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