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Migrants’ and refugees’ access to healthcare

Motion for a resolution
tabled by Ms Pelin YILIK and other members of the Assembly

This motion has not been discussed in the Assembly and commits only those who have signed it

Access to healthcare, including mental healthcare, is fundamental to fully enjoying the right to health 
as enshrined in international human rights law. Equal access to healthcare entails the availability of basic 
healthcare for everyone and requires member States to remove barriers that would prevent certain groups 
and people from enjoying it.

The Parliamentary Assembly previously adopted Resolution 2504 (2023) “Health and social protection of 
undocumented workers or those in an irregular situation” and addressed the issue from the perspective of 
undocumented workers.

However, migrants’ and refugees’ access to healthcare merits particular attention from a broader perspective. 
Regardless of their status, foreign nationals face difficulties and sometimes obstacles in accessing healthcare 
such as loopholes in legislation, discriminatory practices, administrative complexities associated with their 
migrant or refugee status, language barriers and lack of awareness of their rights.

Challenges faced by the public institutions tasked with providing healthcare services also need to be 
addressed.

Ensuring equal access to health for migrants is not only an obligation from a human rights perspective but 
also a necessity, as inability of a certain group to access healthcare or delays in accessing it might pose 
public health risks for the entire population. In addition, vulnerable migrants such as those with disabilities 
require special attention in health services.

In this regard, the Assembly should give further and detailed consideration to access to healthcare for 
migrants and refugees. While legislation and practice may understandably differ across member States, this 
matter should be examined with a view to identifying existing challenges in access to healthcare – including 
the difficulties faced by the public sector – and to improving the conditions thereof, including by setting 
standards for migrants and refugees to effectively access healthcare.

Signed (see overleaf)
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Signed1:

YILIK Pelin, Türkiye, NR
AKALIN Mehmet, Türkiye, ALDE
ARSLAN Sibel, Switzerland, SOC
AYDIN Kamil, Türkiye, NR
BABACAN Abdurrahman, Türkiye, NR
BILOZIR Larysa, Ukraine, ALDE
CACHIA Naomi, Malta, SOC
CANBEY Mustafa, Türkiye, NR
ÇELİK KANAT Sena Nur, Türkiye, NR
GÖKA Meryem, Türkiye, NR
GÖREN BÖLÜK Seda, Türkiye, NR
KLUIT Saskia, Netherlands, SOC
KOÇAK Konur Alp, Türkiye, NR
SCHENNACH Stefan, Austria, SOC
SIVACIOĞLU Sevan, Türkiye, NR
TORUN Cemalettin Kani, Türkiye, NR
TÜRKEŞ Yıldırım Tuğrul, Türkiye, NR
VELDHOEN Gala, Netherlands, SOC
YILDIZ Zeynep, Türkiye, NR
ZINGERIS Emanuelis, Lithuania, EPP/CD

1. ALDE: Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe
EPP/CD: Group of the European People's Party
SOC: Socialists, Democrats and Greens Group
NR: Representatives not belonging to a Political Group
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