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Justice delayed: the unfinished implementation of the Daphne 
Caruana Galizia case

Motion for a resolution
tabled by Mr Constantinos EFSTATHIOU and other members of the Assembly

This motion has not been discussed in the Assembly and commits only those who have signed it

Nearly eight years after the assassination of Daphne Caruana Galizia, justice remains incomplete. Although 
some individuals have been convicted in relation to the assassination, the alleged mastermind’s trial is still 
pending, and the systemic reforms called for by the 2021 independent public inquiry remain largely 
unimplemented.

That inquiry, mandated under Article 2 of the European Convention on Human Rights (ETS No. 5) and 
initiated following the adoption of Parliamentary Assembly Resolution 2293 (2019), concluded that the 
Maltese State bore responsibility for creating a climate of impunity which enabled the assassination. It issued 
comprehensive recommendations on the protection of journalists, judicial independence, rule of law, and anti-
corruption.

Earlier evaluations by Council of Europe bodies – including the European Commission for Democracy through 
Law (Venice Commission), the Group of States against Corruption (GRECO), and the Committee of Experts 
on the Evaluation of Anti-Money Laundering Measures and the Financing of Terrorism (MONEYVAL) – as well 
as the European Parliament, have echoed similar concerns. Yet, reforms remain partial, opaque, or stalled. 
Malta’s justice system continues to suffer from delays, especially in murder cases, with over half pending for 
more than five years.

The Assembly should examine the implementation of the public inquiry’s recommendations and Malta’s 
compliance with Council of Europe standards on rule of law and press freedom. It should consider how the 
Assembly can support efforts to ensure timely, independent justice, including by examining the causes of 
judicial delays and revisiting the State’s accountability for its failure to act.

Signed (see overleaf)

https://pace.coe.int

 https://pace.coe.int   

https://pace.coe.int/en/files/28053


Signed1:

EFSTATHIOU Constantinos, Cyprus, SOC
ÅBERG Boriana, Sweden, EPP/CD
ABRAHAM Knut, Germany, EPP/CD
BERGAMINI Deborah, Italy, EPP/CD
BIEJAT Magdalena, Poland, SOC
BOVENS Theo, Netherlands, EPP/CD
BRICO Christophe, Monaco, EPP/CD
DALLE Benjamin, Belgium, EPP/CD
ECCLES Cat, United Kingdom, SOC
ENGELHARDT Heike, Germany
HISPÁN Pablo, Spain, EPP/CD
KOSTADINOVSKA-STOJCHEVSKA Bisera, North Macedonia, SOC
LEIPUTĖ Orinta, Lithuania, SOC
LEYTE Carmen, Spain, EPP/CD
LOUCAIDES George, Cyprus, UEL
MULLEN Rónán, Ireland, EPP/CD
NOWICKA Wanda, Poland, SOC
PANMAN Tekke, Netherlands, EPP/CD
PETRUSHEVSKA Marija, North Macedonia, EPP/CD
POLIDORI Catia, Italy, EPP/CD
POMASKA Agnieszka, Poland, EPP/CD
PRAMMER Agnes Sirkka, Austria, SOC
ROBLES Gonzalo, Spain, EPP/CD
RUBINYAN Ruben, Armenia, EPP/CD
SCHENNACH Stefan, Austria, SOC
SCHOU Ingjerd Schie, Norway, EPP/CD
SOBOLIEV Serhii, Ukraine, EPP/CD
TABAKU Jorida, Albania, EPP/CD
THIÉBAULT-MARTINEZ Céline, France, SOC
VARDANYAN Vladimir, Armenia, EPP/CD
VOKSHI Albana, Albania, EPP/CD
WIJK Elly, van, Netherlands, EPP/CD

1. EPP/CD: Group of the European People's Party
SOC: Socialists, Democrats and Greens Group
UEL: Group of the Unified European Left
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