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Ensuring accountability for the downing of Azerbaijan Airlines 
flight 8243 and preventing risks of military targeting of civil 
aircrafts

Motion for a resolution
tabled by Mr Iulian BULAI and other members of the Assembly

This motion has not been discussed in the Assembly and commits only those who have signed it

On 25 December 2024, Azerbaijan Airlines flight 8243 that was flying from Baku (Azerbaijan) to Grozny 
(Russian Federation) crashed attempting an emergency landing at Aktau airport in Kazakhstan. The crash 
killed 38 people and left 29 survivors. According to preliminary reports by the Kazakh and Azerbaijani 
authorities, expert analyses and multiple news sources, the downing of the plane is believed to have involved 
Russian military action. As of August 2025, the official investigation remains ongoing, with final conclusions 
and potential legal actions pending.

The Parliamentary Assembly should prepare a report on the causes and the circumstances of the downing of 
Azerbaijan Airlines flight 8243. It should evaluate the current international investigation in light of the Council 
of Europe’s human rights standards and propose ways to strengthen accountability mechanisms. 
The investigation must be transparent and comprehensive; all those responsible must be brought to justice, 
and the victims and their families must be offered full compensation.

On 9 July 2025, the European Court of Human Rights has held the Russian Federation accountable for the 
downing of MH17 flight in 2014 (Ukraine and the Netherlands v. Russia [GC]). According to an article in the 
Wall Street Journal, the shooting down of civilian aircraft near war zones has become the leading cause of 
death in commercial aviation in recent years. The Assembly should therefore also consider possible 
international mechanisms to better prevent such risks to human life.

Signed (see overleaf)
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Signed1:

BULAI Iulian, Romania, ALDE
AKALIN Mehmet, Türkiye, ALDE
BARDINA Maryna, Ukraine, ALDE
BILOZIR Larysa, Ukraine, ALDE
GEDVILAS Martynas, Lithuania, SOC
GERMAN Michael, United Kingdom, ALDE
GETHINS Stephen, United Kingdom, ALDE
GONCHARENKO Oleksii, Ukraine, ECPA
KALCHENKO Serhii, Ukraine, ECPA
KALNIŅA-LUKAŠEVICA Zanda, Latvia, EPP/CD
KAMELCHUK Yuriy, Ukraine, EPP/CD
KERN Claude, France, ALDE
KRAVCHUK Yevheniia, Ukraine, ALDE
KRISPER Stephanie, Austria, ALDE
KROSS Eerik-Niiles, Estonia, ALDE
LYDEKA Arminas, Lithuania, ALDE
MEREZHKO Oleksandr, Ukraine, ALDE
MEZENTSEVA-FEDORENKO Mariia, Ukraine, EPP/CD
SOBOLIEV Serhii, Ukraine, EPP/CD
ZINGERIS Emanuelis, Lithuania, EPP/CD

1. ALDE: Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe
ECPA: European Conservatives, Patriots and Affiliates
EPP/CD: Group of the European People's Party
SOC: Socialists, Democrats and Greens Group
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