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65th anniversary of the European Social Charter

Motion for a resolution
tabled by Mr George LOUCAIDES and other members of the Assembly

This motion has not been discussed in the Assembly and commits only those who have signed it

The European Social Charter (1961, ETS No. 35), together with the 1996 Revised Charter (ETS No. 163) and 
its protocols, constitute Europe’s “social constitution”. The 60th anniversary of the Social Charter was marked 
by high-level events reaffirming its role in protecting human dignity and social rights.

The European Committee of Social Rights provides authoritative guidance to member States, and the Charter 
complements the European Convention on Human Rights (ETS No. 5). The Parliamentary Assembly 
previously called for stronger implementation, wider ratification and reinforcement of the collective complaints’ 
mechanism.

Against the backdrop of inequality, poverty, demographic change, migration, and economic and geopolitical 
instability, the most effective response is to guarantee the Charter’s rights, grounded in equality, justice and 
solidarity. The Vilnius Declaration adopted at the High-Level Conference on the European Social Charter in 
July 2024 was a welcome follow-up to the Reykjavik Declaration of May 2023. Both texts reaffirmed 
commitment to social rights as human rights.

On the occasion of the Charter’s upcoming 65th anniversary in 2026, the Assembly should prepare a report 
calling upon the Committee of Ministers, Secretary General and all relevant Council of Europe bodies, 
together with independent institutions, to use this anniversary as a landmark for renewed action. The reports’ 
recommendations should include the drawing up, without delay, of a programme of activities – parliamentary 
debates, conferences, public campaigns and co-operation with civil society and trade unions – to raise the 
visibility of the Charter and promote its implementation. The European Union should be invited, within its 
competence, to engage actively with this anniversary framework and ensure EU law and policy reflect Charter 
standards. National parliaments and governments should be encouraged to undertake complementary 
initiatives, aligning domestic legislation and policies with the Charter.

Signed (see overleaf)
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Signed1:

LOUCAIDES George, Cyprus, UEL
BERNARD Alice, Belgium, UEL
BÖTTGER Janina, Germany, UEL
CASTEL Laura, Spain, UEL
ÇELENK Sevilay, Türkiye, UEL
CHAILLOU Christophe, France, SOC
ECCLES Cat, United Kingdom, SOC
EFSTATHIOU Constantinos, Cyprus, SOC
FERNANDES Emmanuel, France, UEL
GÖKÇEN Gökçe, Türkiye, SOC
GURMAI Zita, Hungary, SOC
IKIĆ BANIČEK Kristina, Croatia, SOC
KLUIT Saskia, Netherlands, SOC
KOSTADINOVSKA-STOJCHEVSKA Bisera, North Macedonia, SOC
LACROIX Christophe, Belgium, SOC
MOLINA Fabian, Switzerland, SOC
NOWICKA Wanda, Poland, SOC
ÖZTÜRK Berdan, Türkiye, UEL
PILLER CARRARD Valérie, Switzerland, SOC
RAČAN Ivan, Croatia, SOC
STAMATIS Georgios, Greece, EPP/CD
VELA Susanna, Andorra, SOC

1. EPP/CD: Group of the European People's Party
SOC: Socialists, Democrats and Greens Group
UEL: Group of the Unified European Left
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