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Social media platforms, women and girls: harnessing 
democratic potential while safeguarding fundamental rights

Motion for a resolution
tabled by Ms Sevilay ÇELENK and other members of the Assembly

This motion has not been discussed in the Assembly and commits only those who have signed it

The Parliamentary Assembly has developed a substantial body of work on the protection of women’s and 
girls’ rights and digital platform governance. In resolutions spanning from 2011 to 2025, the Assembly has 
consistently affirmed that gender equality, safety, and democratic participation are inseparable values 
requiring active protection.

These texts acknowledge both the transformative potential and the serious risks of the digital sphere for 
women and girls. Social media has become vital for amplifying women’s voices, enabling solidarity networks, 
and increasing the visibility of gender-based violence. Yet Resolution 2614 (2025) explicitly recognises that an 
organised backlash against women’s rights, driven by disinformation campaigns, is increasingly amplified 
through social media. The same platforms that empower women also expose them to cyberbullying, 
harassment, non-consensual dissemination of intimate images, and hate speech. Situations also occur where 
the presumption of innocence is ignored, women are publicly labelled as guilty, and their access to justice 
becomes more difficult due to pressure from social media.

As Resolution 2274 (2019) underlined, women in public life face disproportionate levels of online harassment 
and organised defamation, coercing them into silence and threatening democratic discourse. Resolution 2547 
(2024) further highlights that girls are particularly vulnerable in the digital environment, often without access to 
effective remedies.

Efforts to regulate this field remain highly sensitive, as protective measures are frequently instrumentalised by 
governments as pretexts for censorship. In this context, a comprehensive and independent examination by 
the Assembly, and the development of concrete recommendations for member States, would constitute a 
critical contribution to protecting women’s and girls’ fundamental rights in the digital age without compromising 
democratic freedoms.
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Signed1:

ÇELENK Sevilay, Türkiye, UEL
AKALIN Mehmet, Türkiye, ALDE
BANKOĞLU Aysu, Türkiye, SOC
BERNARD Alice, Belgium, UEL
ÇAĞLAR GÖKALP Semra, Türkiye, UEL
CASTEL Laura, Spain, UEL
ÇELİK KANAT Sena Nur, Türkiye, NR
COLLINS Joanne, Ireland, UEL
DEŠIĆ Edina, Montenegro, EPP/CD
EMRE Yunus, Türkiye, SOC
FERNANDES Emmanuel, France, UEL
GÖKÇEN Gökçe, Türkiye, SOC
GRAVES Ann, Ireland, UEL
KRAVCHUK Yevheniia, Ukraine, ALDE
LAKOVIĆ Nađa, Montenegro, EPP/CD
LICHERI Ettore Antonio, Italy, UEL
LOUCAIDES George, Cyprus, UEL
MAGAZINOVIĆ Saša, Bosnia and Herzegovina, SOC
MAIORINO Alessandra, Italy, UEL
NOWICKA Wanda, Poland, SOC
ÖZTÜRK Berdan, Türkiye, UEL
POLIDORI Catia, Italy, EPP/CD
STAMATIS Georgios, Greece, EPP/CD
TAN Namık, Türkiye, SOC
TORUN Cemalettin Kani, Türkiye, NR
YILIK Pelin, Türkiye, NR

1. ALDE: Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe
EPP/CD: Group of the European People's Party
SOC: Socialists, Democrats and Greens Group
UEL: Group of the Unified European Left
NR: Representatives not belonging to a Political Group

Doc. 16369 Motion for a resolution

2


