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Urgent need for targeted sanctions against Turkish officials
responsible for the deprivation of liberty of Osman Kavala

Motion for a resolution
tabled by Mr Constantinos EFSTATHIOU and other members of the Assembly

This motion has not been discussed in the Assembly and commits only those who have signed it

In two rulings regarding Osman Kavala, the European Court of Human Rights found Turkiye in violation of
Article 18 of the European Convention on Human Rights, implying that the proceedings against him
constituted a misuse of the criminal justice system with the ulterior purpose of silencing him, as in the case of
Selahattin Demirtas.

In another landmark judgment demonstrating the absence of the rule of law in Tlrkiye (Yalginkaya v. Tiirkiye),
the Court ruled that the principle of “nullum crimen sine lege”, guaranteed under Article 7 of the Convention,
was breached in a systemic and widespread manner so as to concern more than 8 000 pending cases before
the Court and more than 100 000 cases before the Turkish courts.

Despite the Court rulings of 2019 and 2022, including that following the infringement procedure launched by
the Committee of Ministers, Osman Kavala is still being kept behind bars.

In Resolution 2518 (2023), the Parliamentary Assembly called unequivocally for the release of Osman Kavala,
noting that “this truly exceptional case is undermining the basis of the Convention system as a whole”.

Turkish prosecutors and judges and other officials who dealt with Osman Kavala’s case are jointly responsible
for his unlawful detention through the misuse of the law.

The Assembly should therefore follow-up its call contained in Resolution 2518 (2023) on Council of Europe
member and observer States and the European Union to apply their “Magnitsky legislation” or similar legal
instruments to impose targeted sanctions against those officials, including prosecutors and judges, who are
responsible for the unlawful and arbitrary deprivation of liberty of Osman Kavala.

Signed (see overleaf)
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EFSTATHIOU Constantinos, Cyprus, SOC
BODNAR Adam, Poland, EPP/CD

BRICO Christophe, Monaco, EPP/CD
CARVALHO Ricardo, Portugal, EPP/CD
CASTEL Laura, Spain, UEL
CHATZIIOANNIDOU Maria-Nefeli, Greece, EPP/CD
EROTOKRITOU Christiana, Cyprus, SOC
ESTRELA Edite, Portugal, SOC

GOTHBERG Gustaf, Sweden, EPP/CD
GREAUME Michelle, France, UEL

HISPAN Pablo, Spain, EPP/CD

JOSWIG Julian, Germany, SOC
KOSTADINOVSKA-STOJCHEVSKA Bisera, North Macedonia, SOC
LACROIX Christophe, Belgium, SOC

LEIGH Edward, United Kingdom, ECPA

LEYTE Carmen, Spain, EPP/CD

LOUCAIDES George, Cyprus, UEL

MARIE Didier, France, SOC

NOWICKA Wanda, Poland, SOC
PAPANDREOU George, Greece, SOC
PASQUIER-CIULLA Christine, Monaco, EPP/CD
POLAT Filiz, Germany, SOC

ROBLES Gonzalo, Spain, EPP/CD

SILVA SANTIAGO Carlos, Portugal, EPP/CD
STAMATIS Georgios, Greece, EPP/CD
TORNARITIS Nicos, Cyprus, EPP/CD
VAUGHAN Tony, United Kingdom, SOC
VLASENKO Sergiy, Ukraine, EPP/CD

1. ECPA: European Conservatives, Patriots and Affiliates
EPP/CD: Group of the European People's Party
SOC: Socialists, Democrats and Greens Group
UEL: Group of the Unified European Left



