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End Israel’s unlawful detention of Palestinian children

Motion for a recommendation
tabled by Ms Saskia KLUIT and other members of the Assembly

This motion has not been discussed in the Assembly and commits only those who have signed it

Currently, over 350 Palestinian children are being held in Israeli detention facilities. The majority are detained 
under illegal rules of administrative detention. Defence for Children International reported in March 2026 that 
these children faced ‘high risks of physical and psychological abuse, exploitation, denial of basic needs, lack 
of due process, separation from family, denial of education, and, ultimately, severe mental and physical harm’. 
Former child detainees reported ‘being physically, emotionally and sexually abused, humiliated and starved’. 
Alarmingly, 99% of the Palestinian children reported physical assaults in the period of detention. 83% reported 
threats against their families and 76% stated they received insufficient food.

Although maltreatment and torture of children by Israeli authorities were well documented before October 
2023, and already in 2018 gave rise to Parliamentary Assembly Resolution 2236 (2018) “The treatment of 
Palestinian minors in the Israeli justice system”, these illegal practices have not stopped and, reportedly, have 
even intensified after this date, culminating in the case of deliberate starvation of a young Palestinian named 
Walid Khalid Abdullah Ahmad in detention.

An aggravating fact is that the International Committee of the Red Cross or United Nations bodies are not 
allowed to visit these minors. Nor do these children have normal private or even sufficient interactions with 
their lawyers or families during their detention.

The Assembly should investigate these ongoing and aggravating signals about the inhumane and possible 
lethal detention conditions of Palestinian children, work effectively to ensure that their fundamental rights are 
immediately respected by the Israeli government, and put forward concrete actions that States can and should 
take under the obligations of international law to protect the lives of these young Palestinian prisoners.

Signed (see overleaf)
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Signed1:

KLUIT Saskia, Netherlands, SOC
AKALIN Mehmet, Türkiye, ALDE
BABACAN Abdurrahman, Türkiye, NR
ÇELENK Sevilay, Türkiye, UEL
ÇELİK KANAT Sena Nur, Türkiye, NR
CINGI Murat Cahid, Türkiye, NR
EFSTATHIOU Constantinos, Cyprus, SOC
GIOVAGNOLI Gerardo, San Marino, SOC
GÖKA Meryem, Türkiye, NR
GÖKÇEN Gökçe, Türkiye, SOC
GÖREN Seda, Türkiye, NR
KOSTADINOVSKA-STOJCHEVSKA Bisera, North Macedonia, SOC
LACROIX Christophe, Belgium, SOC
MAGAZINOVIĆ Saša, Bosnia and Herzegovina, SOC
MARTINEZ SEIJO Luz, Spain, SOC
MOLINA Fabian, Switzerland, SOC
NOWICKA Wanda, Poland, SOC
PRAMMER Agnes Sirkka, Austria, SOC
RAČAN Ivan, Croatia, SOC
ROOVERS Daan, Netherlands, SOC
SIVACIOĞLU Sevan, Türkiye, NR
TAN Namık, Türkiye, SOC
TORUN Cemalettin Kani, Türkiye, NR
VELA Susanna, Andorra, SOC
YILDIZ Zeynep, Türkiye, NR

1. ALDE: Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe
SOC: Socialists, Democrats and Greens Group
UEL: Group of the Unified European Left
NR: Representatives not belonging to a Political Group
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