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Europe's demographic winter: political implications for 
democracy

Motion for a resolution
tabled by Ms Denitsa SACHEVA and other members of the Assembly

This motion has not been discussed in the Assembly and commits only those who have signed it

Demographic decline is not only a social or economic challenge, but increasingly a democratic challenge. 
Europe is facing an unprecedented demographic transformation. Declining birth rates, ageing population, 
labour shortages and the depopulation of entire regions are no longer a merely social or economic challenge. 
These are increasingly becoming challenges to democratic resilience, social cohesion and long-term stability.

Demographic decline affects the sustainability of welfare systems, economic competitiveness, territorial 
development and citizens’ trust in public institutions. It also contributes to political polarisation and growing 
concerns about the future of democratic societies.

Despite its strategic importance, the demographic challenge has not yet received sufficient attention as a 
democratic governance issue within the Council of Europe framework.

There is a need to send a strong political signal in Europe on the relationship between demographic trends 
and democratic resilience, identify good practices across member States and propose policy 
recommendations aimed at strengthening Europe’s capacity to respond to these long-term challenges.

The Parliamentary Assembly, as a pan-European forum representing the parliaments of 46 member States, 
is the place where such an initiative could spark a broad European debate and, consequently, policy 
responses aimed at preserving social cohesion and democratic resilience in the decades ahead could be 
adopted.

Signed (see overleaf)
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Signed1:

SACHEVA Denitsa, Bulgaria, EPP/CD
ÅBERG Boriana, Sweden, EPP/CD
BRICO Christophe, Monaco, EPP/CD
DAVIDOVICI Natalia, Republic of Moldova, EPP/CD
DEŠIĆ Edina, Montenegro, EPP/CD
EDER-GITSCHTHALER Andrea, Austria, EPP/CD
IORDANOVA Nadejda, Bulgaria, NR
KALCHENKO Serhii, Ukraine, ECPA
KALNIŅA-LUKAŠEVICA Zanda, Latvia, EPP/CD
KHOMENKO Olena, Ukraine, ECPA
KOVÁCS Elvira, Serbia, EPP/CD
LEYTE Carmen, Spain, EPP/CD
MINNICH Andreas, Austria, EPP/CD
MITREA Dumitrina, Romania, ECPA
NICULESCU-ȚÂGÂRLAȘ Cristian-Augustin, Romania, EPP/CD
PANMAN Tekke, Netherlands, EPP/CD
PAVIĆ Marko, Croatia, EPP/CD
SOBOLIEV Serhii, Ukraine, EPP/CD
TIBLOM Victoria, Sweden, ECPA
VASILEVSKA Ivanka, North Macedonia, EPP/CD
VOKSHI Albana, Albania, EPP/CD
WIECHEL Markus, Sweden, ECPA

1. ECPA: European Conservatives, Patriots and Affiliates
EPP/CD: Group of the European People's Party
NR: Representatives not belonging to a Political Group
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