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Protecting the right to education in Gaza

Motion for a resolution
tabled by Ms Meryem GÖKA and other members of the Assembly

This motion has not been discussed in the Assembly and commits only those who have signed it

The ongoing conflict in Gaza has devastated the education system and deprived hundreds of thousands of 
children and young people of one of their most fundamental rights: the right to education. According to 
UNICEF, more than 97% of schools in Gaza have been damaged or destroyed, while nearly 92% of 
educational facilities require major rehabilitation or complete reconstruction before they can function again. As 
a result, most of Gaza’s approximately 658 000 school-age children have had only limited or no access to 
face-to-face learning for more than two academic years.

The consequences extend far beyond the loss of classrooms. Children have experienced repeated 
displacement, the loss of family members, psychological trauma, food insecurity and the destruction of their 
communities. UNICEF reports that education in Gaza has been almost entirely disrupted, depriving children 
not only of learning opportunities but also of the stability, social interaction and protection that schools provide.

Yet amid these extraordinary challenges, Gazan educators continue to demonstrate remarkable resilience. 
Despite losing loved ones, homes and access to basic resources, many teachers have found innovative ways 
to continue supporting their students through temporary learning centres, adaptive learning approaches, and 
trauma-informed teaching methods.

The collapse of the education system in Gaza is not only a humanitarian concern. The United Nations warns 
of the risk of a “lost generation” deprived of the knowledge, skills and opportunities needed to rebuild their 
communities and contribute to lasting peace and development.

The Parliamentary Assembly should examine how the right to education can be protected during armed 
conflict, discuss safeguards and support for students, teachers, and educational institutions, and consider 
effective ways of ensuring continuity of learning for displaced and traumatised children, and the urgent need 
for stronger international action to uphold education as a fundamental human right.

Signed (see overleaf)
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Signed1:

GÖKA Meryem, Türkiye, NR
AKALIN Mehmet, Türkiye, ALDE
ARSLAN Sibel, Switzerland, SOC
BABACAN Abdurrahman, Türkiye, NR
BAKER Richard, United Kingdom, SOC
CANBEY Mustafa, Türkiye, NR
CASTEL Laura, Spain, UEL
ÇELENK Sevilay, Türkiye, UEL
ÇELİK KANAT Sena Nur, Türkiye, NR
EMRE Yunus, Türkiye, SOC
GÖKÇEN Gökçe, Türkiye, SOC
GÖREN Seda, Türkiye, NR
KLUIT Saskia, Netherlands, SOC
KOSTADINOVSKA-STOJCHEVSKA Bisera, North Macedonia, SOC
MARTINEZ SEIJO Luz, Spain, SOC
MOLINA Fabian, Switzerland, SOC
NOWICKA Wanda, Poland, SOC
O'REILLY Joseph, Ireland, EPP/CD
SIVACIOĞLU Sevan, Türkiye, NR
TORUN Cemalettin Kani, Türkiye, NR
TÜRKEŞ Yıldırım Tuğrul, Türkiye, NR
YILDIZ Zeynep, Türkiye, NR
YILIK Pelin, Türkiye, NR

1. ALDE: Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe
EPP/CD: Group of the European People's Party
SOC: Socialists, Democrats and Greens Group
UEL: Group of the Unified European Left
NR: Representatives not belonging to a Political Group
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