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This motion has not been discussed in the Assembly and commits only those who have signed it

The freedom of expression under Article 10 of the European Convention on Human Rights presupposes
a functioning democratic public sphere in which citizens can form opinions on the basis of reliable, pluralistic
and verifiable information. In several recent resolutions, such as Resolution 2567 (2024) “Propaganda and
freedom of information in Europe” and reports, including the one entitled “Protecting democracy from
disruptions caused by artificial intelligence” (Doc. 16417), the Parliamentary Assembly noted with concern that
the rise of large digital platforms, algorithmic content curation and the rapid deployment of artificial intelligence
have fragmented public discourse, amplified disinformation and eroded trust in democratic institutions.

Platform business models premised on maximising engagement systematically prioritise polarising content
over accurate information, undermining the conditions for democratic deliberation; and existing policy
responses, while necessary, remain insufficient to address the erosion of the transparency, accountability and
pluralism upon which truth can be collectively pursued. Thus, democracy requires not only protection of
individual rights against interference, but the active establishment of positive institutional conditions enabling
informed and meaningful participation in public life.

The Assembly should prepare a report aiming to examine how artificial intelligence and digital platforms are
reshaping public discourse, undermining the conditions for informed democratic participation. The report
should assess whether existing legal frameworks, including the European Convention on Human Rights,
are adequate to address these challenges, and explore what new institutional, policy and regulatory
responses may be needed at the Council of Europe level.

Its central and concluding objective should be to develop the concept of a constitutional right to reliable
information, not as a right to State-defined truth, but as a legally grounded guarantee that citizens have
access to the institutional and procedural conditions necessary for trustworthy, evidence-based information as
a foundation of democratic life.
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1. ALDE: Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe
EPP/CD: Group of the European People's Party
SOC: Socialists, Democrats and Greens Group



