COUNCIL OF EUROPE

Parliamentary Assembly
ssemblée parlementaire

P

Doc. 16497
29 September 2026

Strengthening the partnership between Europe and Canada in
defence of democratic security and multilateralism

Motion for a resolution
tabled by Mr Max LUCKS and other members of the Assembly

This motion has not been discussed in the Assembly and commits only those who have signed it

Canada and Europe share more than common interests. Their relationship is rooted in a long history of
political and human ties and in a common commitment to democracy, human rights, and the rule of law.
Canada has been an observer State to the Council of Europe since 1996, and the Canadian Parliament has
held observer status with the Parliamentary Assembly since 1997. These ties provide a solid foundation for a
closer relationship at a moment when democratic partners increasingly need one another.

The Russian Federation’s war of aggression against Ukraine, growing geopolitical tensions, foreign
interference, transnational repression, and the rapid development of new technologies are challenging the
international order. Europe and Canada have a shared interest in defending the principles on which this order
is built and in ensuring that democratic States act together rather than in isolation.

The Reykjavik Declaration of 2023 called for enhanced dialogue with observer States and democratic
partners beyond Europe. The Assembly should seize this momentum to give new impetus to its relationship
with Canada and create more opportunities for political exchange and joint action.

Canada’s signature of the Council of Europe Framework Convention on Atrtificial Intelligence and Human
Rights, Democracy, and the Rule of Law (CETS No. 225) and of the Convention establishing an International
Claims Commission for Ukraine (CETS No. 229) already demonstrates the potential of closer engagement.

The Assembly should therefore explore how the relationship between Canada and the Council of Europe can
enter a new phase: by intensifying parliamentary dialogue, making greater use of Canada’s observer status,
and identifying concrete areas in which both sides can act together. A closer partnership should not only
respond to present challenges but also reinforce the long-standing ties between Canada and Europe and their
common commitment to a democratic and rules-based international order.

Signed (see overleaf)
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Signed’:

LUCKS Max, Germany, SOC

BAKER Richard, United Kingdom, SOC
BILOZIR Larysa, Ukraine, ALDE

BULAI lulian, Romania, ALDE
CORLATEAN Titus, Romania, SOC
COTTIER Damien, Switzerland, ALDE
ESTRELA Edite, Portugal, SOC

FLORIDIA Aurora, Italy, SOC

FOULKES George, United Kingdom, SOC
IKIC BANICEK Kristina, Croatia, SOC
IORDANOVA Nadejda, Bulgaria, NR
JOSWIG Julian, Germany, SOC

MOLINA Fabian, Switzerland, SOC
OBERHOFER Dominik, Austria, ALDE
PALMASON Sigurdur Helgi, Iceland, SOC
PAPANDREOU George, Greece, SOC
PERTEGHELLA Manuela, United Kingdom, ALDE
POLAT Filiz, Germany, SOC

RACAN lvan, Croatia, SOC

VOLKMANN Johannes, Germany, EPP/CD

1. ALDE: Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe
EPP/CD: Group of the European People's Party
SOC: Socialists, Democrats and Greens Group
NR: Representatives not belonging to a Political Group



