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The Hague, 3rd October 1956
Sir,

W it h reference to Article 4, paragra p h 1, of t h e Agreement of 31st October 1955 between t h e Council
of Europeandthelnternational Commissionon CiviiStatus,lhavethehonourtotransmi
t the following r e p o r t on the activities of the Commission d u rin gt h e period October 1955—October
1956..

| should begin b y informingyouthat,atthefirstsittingofitsannualGeneral Assemb |y on 27th
September 1956, t h e Commissionunanimouslyadmitte dto membership the F e deralRepublic
of Germany. This brings t h e n u m b e r of member countries to 7, namely Belgium, France, the Federal
Republic of Germany, t h e Grand Duchy of Luxembourg,the Netherlands, Switzerland and Turkey

2. Exchange of the texts of laws and regulations

I n accordance withits Statute, the Commission has circulated among its membercountriesthetex
t s of recent laws and regul ation s concerning civistatus.lthasbroughtthefollowingtextstot
h enotice ofthevariousnationalbranches:

theBelgignLawof27thJuly1953determinin gthe effectsoftheapplicationof
German law t o Belgiante rrit o ry annexed by Germany in May 1940;

h e Belgian L a w of 3 0 t h December 1953 concerning loss of Belgiannationality;

t h e Belgian Law of 15th March 1954 re p e alin g Article 315 of the Civil Codeonthelegitimac
y of children born 300 days afterthedissolutionofamarriage;

theBelgian Lawof 2nd July 1956 authorising,burgomastersandregistrarstodeleg
atetolocalgovernmentofficialsauthoritytoissue certificatesrelatingtocivistatus
or copies thereof;

t h e Belgian Law of 15th Ju ly 1956 a m e n d i n g the provisions of the Civil Code relatingto
second marriages and divorce;

t h e circulars of t h e Belgian Ministerof Justice,dated7thMay 1953 an d 18th J u ne 1953
concerning, respectively,theofficialtranscriptionandregistration ofdivorces
grantedabroad,andtheimplementationofthelawsonadoption;

theFrenchlawof16thJuly 1956onthelegitimationofadulterin e children;

thetworecentsupplementstotheFrenchregulationof 25th September 1955 c o n
cerningCiviiStatus;
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theNetherlandslLawof26thdJanuary1956onadoption;
t h e Swiss Federal Order of 1st J u ne 1953 on Civil Statu s.

3. Publication of the international file of information on Civil Status

Inth e course of 1956, th e Commissionpublishedits9thsetofdocumentarymaterial,
whichisdevotedtoCiviStatusunderinternationallaw. ltalsopreparedthe 10th set
concerningmarriage,madeadraftofthe 11thonth e severance ofthemarriagetieandpla
nnedth e 12th on affiliation.

I n accordance with t h e principlesofthelnternational CommissiononCiviStatus,these
collections—the purpose of which is to simplify t h e work of th o s e who are called upontoapplythelaw
relatingtoindividualstatusandnationalityinth e various Member States —conformto a
standardlay-outandstandardnomenclature andheadings, in order to facil i t a t e research
and b r i n g out similarities and differences between t h e legislation or case law of the various States. The
maintextsarereproducedinfullandth eleading decisionsandinstructions are cited.

4. Methods of simplifying or standardising the law on personal status and practice in regard to
registration of births, marriages, etc

Intsendeavourtoimprovebylegal andtechnical measuresthemethodsofregisteringbirt
hs,marriages,etc.candtoharmoniseasfaraspossiblethenationallawsinthismatter,
th e Commission hasinstigatedresearchintoth elaw on adoption,andlegitimationbyadopti
on,ineachofits Member States.Papers on this subject werereadduringthelLugano General
Assembly in 1955.

Atth e P aris General Assembly, papers were read on t h e following subjects :

Changes of surnames and firstnam e s ", followed by a discussiononthedesirabilityofanin
ternationalconvention;

"T h e proposed reform of Luxembourglawintheinterestsofillegitimatechidren”

The"familyregistrationbook" followed by a discussiononthissystemoritscounterp
a rtsin other member countries.

" Domicile a n d residence ", followed b y a discussion on the precise meaningandimplications
of these concepts int h e variouscountrie s concerned.

On the practical side, the Commission has elaborated an international agreement standardising the lay-out of
birth, marriage, divorce and death certificates for use abroad. This agreement, a copy of which will be
transmitted to you in due course, was signed by the Representatives of Belgium, France, the Netherlands,
Luxembourg, Switzerland and Turkey at the formal opening of the General Assembly in Paris. The effect of
the Convention will be to do away with the need for applications and enquiries and to simplify the work of
registrars. Certificates will all use the same terminology; they will be printed in seven languages and will be
accepted in the territory of every signatory State without any form of authentication, having the same validity
as if they had been drawn up in accordance with domestic law.

Lastly, the Commission has approved a draf t Convention concerning the free issue of certain certificates
relating to civil status; it has considered the advisability of a convention on consultation between registrars and
has carried out studies with a view to a draft Convention on adoption.

5. Consultations granted to administrative or other authorities of Member States

D uringthe yearunderreviewthenationalbranchesofthelnternational Commissionon Civil S
tatuswereconsultedwithregardtovarioustechnicaldifficulties connectedwithcivistatus
andthelawrelatingtoindividualstatus.

| have t h e honour to be
Your obedient Servant,

Signed : VAN PRAAG,
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Secretary-General.



