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A. Draft Recommendation
T h e Assembly,
HavingregardtoRecommendation 73 (1955);

HavingregardtoResolution (51)62 ofthe Committee of Ministers onth e concludingofparti
alagreements;

HavingregardtoArticle3ofthe EuropeanCultural Convention,ratifiedbytenmember
countries of t h e Council of Euro p e, of which sixare Membersof WesternEuropeanUnion,pro
vidingthat"theContractingPartiesshallconsultwithoneanotherwithinthe
framework of th e Councilof Europewithaviewtoconcertedactioninpromotingcultu
ralactiviiiesofEuropeaninterest”;

Considering that all Members of W. E. U. are also Members of t h e Councilof Europe;

Considering t h a t the present culturalactivitiesofboththe Councilof Europeand.W.E. U. are
directedtowardsthesamegoalandinspiredbythesamepolitical motives,

Recommendstothe Committee of Ministers :

thatitprepareassoonaspossibleaplanforthedistributionofactivitiesamongthev
ariousEuropeaninstitutions;

that,insodoing,ittakeintoaccountth e following proposalsrelatingtotheculturaltasks
of W.E.U.andtheCouncilof Europe.

1.tisdesirablethateventuallyallcuturalactivitiesundertakeninEuropeat
intergovernmentallevel be carried outwithintheframeworkofthe Councilof Europein
accordance withArticle3oftheEuropeanCulturalConvention.

2. In view of t h e existence now of two different agencies engagedintheseactivities,itwouldbead
visableforthemtobebroughtintolinebysuccessive stageswithaviewtotheirultimate
amalgamation.

(a) First Stage

T h e WEU committees of expertsonculturalmattersshouldimmediatelyjoinwith the experts
of countries which are not Members of W. E, U. and who sitonthecorrespondingcommitteesofth e
Councilof Europe,inexaminingthepossibilityofintroducingwithinth e framework
ofthe Councilof Europethoseactivitiesof W.E.U.whichhavebeenprovedfruitfulinpre
viousyears.

(b) Second Stage

Afterashortperiodofexperimentinthefirststageeverynewproposalintheculturalfield,ini
tiated by eitherthe Councilof EuropeorbyW.E. U, shall be examined int h e firstplace by th e
committeesofe xpertsofthe Councilof Europe.

Ifi tis found impossibleto carry outanew projectinth e wider framework of the Councilof Europe,it
shall n e x t be considered w h e th eritis possible to carry it out on the basis of ap artialagreement
amongalimitednumb erof the countries of the Councilof Europe.

IfnoothermembersoutsideW.E.U.arewilingtojoinintheproject,itcoudbecarriedoutw
ithintheframework of W. E. U. alone.
(c) Third Stage

Dependingonthesuccessofthefirstandsecondstagesallactivitiesintheculturalfield
shalltak e place withinthe framework ofth e Councilof Europe.

At this final stage t h o0 s e projects in which some b u t not all member countries wishtoparticipate will
becarriedoutbytheinterestedcountriesonthebasisofpartialagreements.
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B. 1 1. Explanatory Memorandum

1. Attheopeningofthecurrentpartofthe Sessionthe Standing Committee referredtoth
e Committee on Cultural and Scientific Questions a motion for a Recommendationsub mittedby M. Er|
e r a n d others, proposing t h a t the cultural activities of W. E. U.bere gard e d as being baseduponpar
tialagreementsconcludedwithinth eframework of t he Council of Euro p e (Doc. 554).

2. YourCommitteestudiedthisproposalattentivelyinthe light of the debateinthe WE
U Assembly on October 11th 1956, andofthereportontherelationsbetweentheConsult
ativeAssemblyandthe WE U Assembly,presentedon behalf of t h e Bureau by M. Kiesinger
(Doc. 541), in which he makes a fu rth erurgent appeal to t h e Ministers, "todrawupwithinthis
one-yearperiod—andatthehighestlevel—aplanforthedistributionofworkbetweenth
evariousEuropeanorganisations".

3. Your Committeethoughtitadvisablenottolaydownanyready-madesolutiononam
atterofsuchimportance,buttomodifyM.Erler'soriginalRecommendationbysuggestin
gaprocedure which might be followed in t he single field ofculturalrelations,ifthe Assembly
andth e Ministers agreed ont h e need forclosercollaborationbetweenW.E.U.andthe
Council of Europe.

4, Your Committee therefore sub mitsthe presentdraft, which suggestsastep-by-step
convergence of theculturalactivitiesof W.E.U.andofthe Councilof Europe.ltinnoway
concermnsthesettlementofrelationsbetweenth etwo Assemblies which is u n d e r discussion b
e t w e e n their Bureaux. Moreover, whatever decisionth e Assemblymaytakeonthisexperimentin
theculturalfield, it will have no affect uponth e existingrelationshipbetween W.E.U.andthe
Council of E ur o p e in other fields, as, for example, the field of socialactivities.
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