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The reform of the Common Fisheries Policy

Motion for a resolution
tabled by Mr Juha KORKEAOJA and other members of the Assembly

This motion has not been discussed in the Assembly and commits only those who have signed it

In many Council of Europe member states fisheries is an economic activity with increasing importance. The 
situation today is however characterised by overfishing, fleet overcapacity and low economic profitability of the 
fishing sector.

In 2002 the European Union reformed its Common Fisheries Policy (CFP) with the aim of ensuring 
sustainable fisheries and providing a framework for the conservation, management and exploitation of living 
aquatic resources. The next reform of the CFP is programmed for 2012. The European Commission has in 
April 2009 presented a Green Paper on the Reform of the Common Fisheries Policy. The Green Paper 
outlines a vision for European fisheries by 2020. According to this vision fish stocks have recovered and 
fisheries are sustainable. The European Commission identifies, however five structural failings of the CFP:

– a deep-rooted problem of fleet overcapacity;

– imprecise policy objectives resulting in insufficient guidance for decisions and implementation;

– a decision-making system that encourages a short-term focus;

– a framework that does not give sufficient responsibility to the industry;

– lack of political will to ensure compliance and poor compliance by the industry.

The above analysis refers primarily to the situation in the member countries of the European Union but the 
same problems and structural failings apply to Council of Europe member states. The intensification of the 
fishery industry in the inland seas such as the Baltic Sea, the Black Sea and the Mediterranean and other 
areas bordering the European Union needs to be discussed, and measures taken also at pan-European level 
in order to ensure healthy marine ecosystems and sustainable fisheries.

The revision of the EU CFP provides an excellent opportunity to debate fishery policies at pan-European level. 
Special attention should be given to the ecological and climate aspects.

The Parliamentary Assembly should therefore prepare a report on the subject and identify the particular 
features and problems in Council of Europe member states with a view to identifying and proposing common 
policies and concrete measures.

Signed (see overleaf)
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Signed1:

KORKEAOJA Juha, Finland, ALDE
AÇIKGÖZ Ruhi, Turkey, EDG
DAVITAIA Paata, Georgia, EDG
DORIĆ Miljenko, Croatia, ALDE
ETHERINGTON Bill, United Kingdom
HUSEYNOV Rafael, Azerbaijan, ALDE
IVANOV Ivan Nikolaev, Bulgaria
JAZŁOWIECKA Danuta, Poland
JOHN-CALAME Francine, Switzerland, SOC
KIURU Krista, Finland, SOC
KOÇ Haluk, Turkey, SOC
LAAKSO Jaakko, Finland, UEL
LOTMAN Aleksei, Estonia, UEL
LUNDGREN Kerstin, Sweden
MELO Maria Manuela, de, Portugal, SOC
PREDA Cezar Florin, Romania, EPP/CD
SASI Kimmo, Finland, EPP/CD
SUDARENKOV Valeriy, Russian Federation, SOC

1. ALDE: Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe
EDG: European Democrat Group
EPP/CD: Group of the European People's Party
SOC: Socialist Group
UEL: Group of the Unified European Left
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