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Muslim Women in Europe: for Equal Opportunities

Motion for a resolution
tabled by Ms Nursuna MEMECAN and other members of the Assembly

This motion has not been discussed in the Assembly and commits only those who have signed it

Because it upholds fundamental values, including equality between women and men, the Council of Europe 
must promote the full participation of Muslim women in public life, take action to ensure that they are seen and 
heard and combat the multiple forms of discrimination they suffer. In addition, the Council of Europe must 
commit itself to combating and preventing violence against these women - and ensure that they have access 
to means of protection and rehabilitation.

However, the situation of women in Islam encompasses a wide variety of situations in Europe, depending on 
the countries of residence and origin, the social background, their personal, family or collective history and 
their place within society. Their manner of practising and interpreting Islam in Europe is also diverse. This 
multi-faceted reality is all too often overlooked. Muslim women's voices are rarely heard and their contribution 
to the development of society and intercultural dialogue is underestimated.

The debates held in a number of Council of Europe member states on the wearing of the burqa/niqab have 
exacerbated the stigma felt by Muslim men and women, with the danger that some Muslim women could be 
intimidated and excluded from life in society. Unfortunately, these debates further reinforce stereotypes of 
Muslim women living on the European continent.

The Parliamentary Assembly intends to draw up an inventory of the situation of Muslim women in Europe. It 
invites the member states to promote policies aimed at education and integration, to encourage the 
involvement of men in this process and to create the social and economic conditions that will enable women, 
whatever their situation, to shape their own lives and make enlightened choices within an environment that 
respects human rights, equal opportunities and diversity.

Signed (see overleaf)
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Signed1:

MEMECAN Nursuna, Turkey, ALDE
AÇIKGÖZ Ruhi, Turkey, EDG
AYVA Lokman, Turkey, EPP/CD
CEBECİ Erol Aslan, Turkey, EPP/CD
ČURDOVÁ Anna, Czech Republic
DUNDEE Alexander, [The Earl of], United Kingdom
ERR Lydie, Luxembourg, SOC
GROSS Andreas, Switzerland, SOC
GULIYEVA Aynur, Azerbaijan, ALDE
HANCOCK Mike, United Kingdom, ALDE
KAUFER Virág, Hungary, SOC
KIURU Krista, Finland, SOC
KOVÁCS Elvira, Serbia, EPP/CD
PASHAYEVA Ganira, Azerbaijan, EDG
STRIK Tineke, Netherlands, SOC
STUMP Doris, Switzerland, SOC
TEKELİOĞLU Mehmet, Turkey, EPP/CD
TÜRKÖNE Özlem, Turkey, EPP/CD
ÜNAL Mustafa, Turkey, EPP/CD
WURM Gisela, Austria, SOC

1. ALDE: Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe
EDG: European Democrat Group
EPP/CD: Group of the European People's Party
SOC: Socialist Group
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