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Parliaments united in combating sexual violence against 
children: promoting the Lanzarote Convention

Motion for a resolution
tabled by Ms Carina OHLSSON and other members of the Assembly

This motion has not been discussed in the Assembly and commits only those who have signed it

Sexual abuse of children is unfortunately not a new phenomenon. The vast increase in the number of cases 
unveiled in Council of Europe member states at the beginning of the 21st century is not due to the fact that 
children are less respected today, but rather to a rising awareness of their rights which enables victims to 
speak out.

The Parliamentary Assembly welcomes this strong awareness of the need to protect children which has 
resulted in firm legislation and strong policies in many countries. However, statistics show that there are still 
far too many incidences of child abuse occurring in various settings, including the wider family environment of 
children, child care or educational institutions, or in the context of new information and communication 
technologies. It is thus high time to step up action - at all possible levels - to protect children, placing a strong 
emphasis on prevention strategies and victim protection.

The Assembly thus welcomes the new Council of Europe Campaign to stop sexual violence against children, 
which will be launched in Rome on 29-30 November, and whose parliamentary dimension the Assembly will 
organise. Parliamentary action will be particularly important in order to promote the signature, ratification and 
implementation of the Council of Europe Convention on the Protection of Children against Sexual Exploitation 
and Sexual Abuse (“Lanzarote Convention”), including – eventually - through child’s rights based monitoring 
mechanisms.

The Assembly calls on parliaments and governments of Council of Europe member states, as well as local 
and regional authorities and NGOs, to join and support the campaign. Parliamentary action and follow-up is 
crucial to the success of the campaign. The Assembly thus resolves to regularly review the achievements of 
both the parliamentary and the governmental dimension of the campaign.

Signed (see overleaf)
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Signed1:

OHLSSON Carina, Sweden, SOC
BONDARENKO Olena, Ukraine, EPP/CD
BUKIEWICZ Bożenna, Poland, EPP/CD
CAPARIN Karmela, Croatia, EPP/CD
CHRISTOFFERSEN Lise, Norway, SOC
CORLĂŢEAN Titus, Romania, SOC
DAVID Cristian, Romania, ALDE
FLYNN Paul, United Kingdom, SOC
GROSS Andreas, Switzerland, SOC
HANCOCK Mike, United Kingdom, ALDE
HARANGOZÓ Gábor, Hungary, SOC
IWIŃSKI Tadeusz, Poland, SOC
JACQUAT Denis, France, EPP/CD
KAUFER Virág, Hungary, SOC
KELEŞ Birgen, Turkey, SOC
KONEČNÝ Albrecht, Austria, SOC
LAVTIŽAR-BEBLER Darja, Slovenia, SOC
LEIBRECHT Harald, Germany, ALDE
MAELEN Dirk, Van der, Belgium, SOC
MAURY PASQUIER Liliane, Switzerland, SOC
MULLEN Ronan, Ireland, EPP/CD
O'HARA Edward, United Kingdom
PARFENOV Valery, Russian Federation, EDG
PFLUG Johannes, Germany, SOC
POPESCU Ivan, Ukraine, SOC
PUIG i OLIVE Lluís Maria, de, Spain, SOC
RUPPRECHT Marlene, Germany, SOC
SARIKAS Fidias, Cyprus, SOC
SCHOU Ingjerd, Norway, EPP/CD
STRÄSSER Christoph, Germany, SOC
UKKOLA Tuulikki, Finland, EPP/CD
VOLONTÈ Luca, Italy, EPP/CD
WADEPHUL Johann, Germany, EPP/CD

1. ALDE: Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe
EDG: European Democrat Group
EPP/CD: Group of the European People's Party
SOC: Socialist Group
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