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The situation of IDPs and returnees in the North Caucasus 
region: cause for concern

Motion for a resolution
tabled by Mr Denis BADRÉ and other members of the Assembly

This motion has not been discussed in the Assembly and commits only those who have signed it

In its resolution 1738 (2010) on Legal remedies for human rights violations in the North Caucasus region, the 
Parliamentary Assembly “notes with relief the end of such acts of war as the bombing and shelling of 
inhabited areas (…); it commends the impressive efforts made by the authorities of the Russian Federation 
and of the Chechen Republic to rebuild towns (…) and to restore and improve the country’s infrastructure; this 
has indubitably improved the living conditions of inhabitants after so many years of severe hardship.”

This indeed deserves to be commended.

However, the Assembly has also regularly expressed concern over the unresolved situation of internally 
displaced persons (IDPs) in Council of Europe member States underlining, like in its recommendation 1877 
(2009) on Europe’s forgotten people, that the majority of displaced persons continue to live in destitution, 
struggle to enjoy their rights and are marginalised by disregard or failure to protect their human rights, in 
particular economic, social and cultural rights.

More than 15 years after they first fled their homes, at least 55,000 people are still internally displaced in the 
North Caucasus in 2010 and an unknown number of people are still displaced elsewhere in the country.

Over 800,000 people in Chechnya had been displaced by successive separatist wars that broke out in 1994 
and 1999, while up to 64,000 ethnic Ingush people had been displaced during the 1992 conflict.

While measures have been taken to promote return of IDPs to Chechnya, inadequate housing, residence 
registration, access to social service, to housing compensation and to documents continue to be an issue for 
most IDPs and returnees in the region. The Assembly should study carefully the situation of IDPs and 
returnees in the North Caucasus region.

Signed (see overleaf)
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Signed1:

BADRÉ Denis, France, ALDE
BRAUN Márton, Hungary, EPP/CD
FIALA Doris, Switzerland, ALDE
GUŢU Ana, Republic of Moldova, ALDE
HANCOCK Mike, United Kingdom, ALDE
HOLOVATY Serhiy, Ukraine, ALDE
HÖRSTER Joachim, Germany, EPP/CD
JÓNSSON Birkir Jón, Iceland, ALDE
KAIKKONEN Antti, Finland, ALDE
KASTĒNS Oskars, Latvia, ALDE
LEYDEN Terry, Ireland, ALDE
LILLIEHÖÖK Anna, Sweden
LINDBLAD Göran, Sweden, EPP/CD
LOUTFI Younal, Bulgaria, ALDE
MARCENARO Pietro, Italy, SOC
MARQUET Bernard, Monaco, ALDE
MARTY Dick, Switzerland, ALDE
MEIKAR Silver, Estonia, ALDE
MÜRI Felix, Switzerland, ALDE
POURGOURIDES Christos, Cyprus, EPP/CD
RIGONI Andrea, Italy, ALDE
ROSSELL TARRADELLAS Amadeu, Andorra, ALDE
STROE Ionuț-Marian, Romania, ALDE
TORRES PUIG Joan, Andorra, ALDE
TOSHEV Latchezar, Bulgaria, EPP/CD
VAREIKIS Egidijus, Lithuania, EPP/CD
WILLE Paul, Belgium
XUCLÀ Jordi, Spain, ALDE

1. ALDE: Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe
EPP/CD: Group of the European People's Party
SOC: Socialist Group
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