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This written declaration does not reflect the position of the Assembly; only of those members that have signed
it. It will not be considered further by the Assembly.

Following the accession of new independent states, including Azerbaijan, to the Council of Europe, important
changes occurred both in this Organisation and in the new member states in the last 15 years.

The example of Azerbaijan celebrating its 10 years in the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe in
January 2011 leads us to reflect on the outcome and future opportunities of this co-operation.

In Azerbaijan, which lived in a closed regime for 70 years, there was a speedy improvement towards
democratisation and legal state-building after Azerbaijan joined the Council of Europe as a fully-fledged
member. The current head of the Azerbaijani state was a member of the Parliamentary Assembly and his
loyalty towards the values of this organisation are among the major factors conditioning the effectiveness and
intensiveness of this co-operation. During this period, Azerbaijani members contributed to the Assembly’s
work as authors of a number of reports of European importance.

One of the most important facets of this mutual co-operation is the Assembly’s delicate approach to the
occupation of 20% of Azerbaijani territories, which turned nearly one million Azerbaijanis into refugees and
IDPs, and the adoption of Assembly Resolution 1416 (2005) on the matter.

Signed (see overleaf)
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HUSEYNOV Rafael, Azerbaijan, ALDE
DORIC Milienko, Croatia, ALDE

FLYNN Paul, United Kingdom, SOC

FORT Stanislav, Slovak Republic, ALDE
FRAHM Pernille, Denmark, UEL

HANCOCK Mike, United Kingdom, ALDE
HUSEYNLI Ali, Azerbaijan, EDG

IDRIZI Shpétim, Albania, ALDE

IVANIC Mladen, Bosnia and Herzegovina, EPP/CD
JONSSON Birkir Jon, Iceland, ALDE
KENNEDY Charles, United Kingdom, ALDE
MATUSIC Frano, Croatia, EPP/CD

MEALE Alan, United Kingdom, SOC
MEHMETI DEVAJA Ermira, "The former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia", SOC
OZDEN Yiiksel, Turkey, EDG

POULSEN Jgrgen, Denmark, ALDE

PUIG i OLIVE Lluis Maria, de, Spain, SOC
RZAYEV Rovshan, Azerbaijan, EPP/CD
SEYIDOV Samad, Azerbaijan, EDG
SULEYMANOV Elkhan, Azerbaijan, EPP/CD
TORRES PUIG Joan, Andorra, ALDE
TURKONE Ozlem, Turkey, EPP/CD

Total = 22

1. ALDE: Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe
EDG: European Democrat Group
EPP/CD: Group of the European People's Party
SOC: Socialist Group
UEL: Group of the Unified European Left



