
Doc. 11889
30 April 2009

Education against violence at school

Motion for a recommendation
tabled by Mr Gvozden Srećko FLEGO and other members of the Assembly

This motion has not been discussed in the Assembly and commits only those who have signed it

The Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe notes with concern that schools in Europe are faced 
with violent attacks by pupils with weapons, bullying and harassment among pupils as well as violence by 
pupils against teachers. Although such incidents are rare, they have enormous effects and are a sign that the 
phenomenon of violence is not properly dealt with at school and in society in general.

The Assembly recalls the Council of Europe’s longstanding efforts against violence against children, for 
instance Assembly Recommendation 561 (1969) on the protection of minors against ill-treatment, the 
Committee of Minsters’ Recommendation (79) 17 concerning the protection of children against ill-treatment, 
the Committee of Ministers’ Recommendation (85) 4 on violence in the family, Assembly Recommendation 
1666 (2004) on a Europe-wide ban on corporal punishment of children and the Council of Europe Convention 
on the Exercise of Children's Rights.

Violence is a part of human relations. It can be found as direct physical violence or in different psychological 
forms. It occurs between individuals and groups as well as within families, social groups and society. On the 
other hand, European humanism, non-violent behaviour, tolerance and mutual respect are common 
fundamental values upheld by the Council of Europe since its foundation 60 years ago.

School education has undergone diametrical changes. While an authoritarian style was common a century 
ago, schools have gradually been adopting a non-authoritarian style and have often even promoted a critical 
approach towards authoritarianism. Similar developments exist within the parent-child relation in families and 
within society as a whole. However, violence has not diminished.

The mass media have been reflecting violence in different forms for decades and the debates about their 
potential impact are as old as mass media. With the development of new forms of interactive online media, 
their potentially greater psychological impact has been identified. Since children spend more time with media 
than a few decades ago, informal education through the media has a greater effect and requires more 
attention.

The Assembly therefore recognises that states must step up efforts to combat violence at school, in the media 
and within society and strengthen education on how to deal with all forms of violence. The Assembly asks the 
Committee of Ministers to develop common educational policies and to raise awareness in this respect.

Signed (see overleaf)
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Signed1:

FLEGO Gvozden Srećko, Croatia, SOC
ANGHEL Florin Serghei, Romania, EPP/CD
ARNAUT José Luís, Portugal
BERGAMINI Deborah, Italy, EPP/CD
BILOZIR Oksana, Ukraine, EPP/CD
BOLDI Rossana, Italy, EDG
BRASSEUR Anne, Luxembourg
DEBONO GRECH Joseph, Malta, SOC
DUESUND Åse Gunhild Woie, Norway
DZEMBRITZKI Detlef, Germany
FARINA Gianni, Italy, SOC
GAJDŮŠKOVÁ Alena, Czech Republic, SOC
GARDETTO Jean-Charles, Monaco, EPP/CD
GROSS Andreas, Switzerland, SOC
JENSEN Mogens, Denmark, SOC
KAŹMIERCZAK Jan, Poland, EPP/CD
KONEČNÝ Albrecht, Austria, SOC
KOROBEYNIKOV Anatoliy, Russian Federation
KOVÁCS Elvira, Serbia, EPP/CD
KUMCUOĞLU Ertuğrul, Turkey, EDG
MALINS Humfrey, United Kingdom
MARLAND-MILITELLO Muriel, France, EPP/CD
MELO Maria Manuela, de, Portugal, SOC
MIĆUNOVIĆ Dragoljub, Serbia, SOC
MUTTONEN Christine, Austria, SOC
O'HARA Edward, United Kingdom
OLSSON Kent, Sweden
POSTANJYAN Zaruhi, Armenia
POURGOURIDES Christos, Cyprus, EPP/CD
PUPOVAC Milorad, Croatia, SOC
REIMANN Maximilian, Switzerland
ROBU Nicolae, Romania
RUGĀTE Anta, Latvia, EPP/CD
RUŽIĆ Branko, Serbia, SOC
STUMP Doris, Switzerland, SOC
TEKELİOĞLU Mehmet, Turkey, EPP/CD
VUČKOVIĆ Nataša, Serbia, SOC
WACH Piotr, Poland, EPP/CD
WODARG Wolfgang, Germany

1. EDG: European Democrat Group
EPP/CD: Group of the European People's Party
SOC: Socialist Group
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