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Convention on Youth Rights

Motion for a recommendation
tabled by Mr Antti KAIKKONEN and other members of the Assembly

This motion has not been discussed in the Assembly and commits only those who have signed it

Youth is a period within which one develops her/his sense of identity and adopts a personal value system. 
Thus, this process is made up of promises and opportunities, challenges and risks. Today, the powerful 
changes that are taking place everyday and everywhere make the transition to adulthood even more crucial. 
Because this phase represents such a critical stage of life and social human development, it is important to 
address young people, their life situations and their specific needs with a specific instrument.

Young people today face major challenges: globalisation, with its power to reach across national boundaries 
carries a transformative power; demographic trends and the ageing of the European society potentially create 
a generation conflict; the decrease of linear careers and the extension of the period of education implies a 
longer dependence on the parents, the European Integration demands adaptation into a multicultural society. 
To meet these challenges young people need to become full-fledged and active members of the society, and 
must be able to participate in societal life without age-based discrimination.

Participation is about having the right, the means, the space, the opportunity and, where necessary, the 
support, to participate in and influence decisions, to engage in actions and activities so as to contribute to 
building a better society. To fully participate in society young people must be encouraged and given the 
means to voice their opinions in representative democracy. This can only be achieved through a full access to 
exercising the civil and political rights and duties recognised by democratic society. These measures, opening 
representative democracy to youth, should be accompanied with programmes supporting learning on civic 
participation and citizenship education involving young people actively. Providing non-formal education 
increases the ability of young people to participate as active citizens now and into the future.

To a large degree, young people’s future and consequently the nature of our society that is built up by these 
individuals, depends on how successfully they get through this critical period. A society’s vitality depends on 
the opportunities given to its young generation to grow and develop in a society with a rights-based approach 
to participation and autonomy.

The right to education, the right to free elections, the freedom of association and assembly, the freedom of 
expression and the right to vote are of paramount importance for young people. Youth being a particularly 
vulnerable group, there is the need to build upon the commitments undertaken by the ratification of the 
European Convention for the Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms, in order to effectively 
ensure the enjoyment of these rights by youth. The Convention on the Rights of Young People would tackle 
the promotion of these rights, which is an aspect lacking in their implementation.

In view of the international commitment to youth rights, including:

– the European Convention for the Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms;

– the Revised European Charter on the Participation of Young People in Local and Regional Life;
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– the regional political commitments expressed in the African Youth Charter and the Ibero-American 
Convention on Youth Rights;

– the International Convention on the Rights of the Child;

– the aspiration of Council of Europe Youth Ministers to develop youth policies which are likely to result in 
the successful integration of all young people into society, with a strict focus on the values of human 
rights and democracy, youth co-existence in various societies and young people’s inclusion, as stated 
in the Declaration of Youth Policy Development 2020;

– the European Union’s undertaking in the Charter of Fundamental Rights, especially Article 12 (freedom 
of association and assembly), Article 21 (non-discrimination on the ground of age), Article 32 
(prohibition of child labour and protection of young people at work) and Article 39-40 (the right to vote).;

– the Lisbon Treaty, especially Article 165 (ex Article 149 TEC).

The Assembly recommends that the Committee of Ministers of the Council of Europe and the governments of 
member states:

– initiate a process of drafting, ratifying and implementing of a Convention on Youth Rights;

– set up a framework to ensure the participation of all relevant stakeholders (youth structures, experts, 
academics, etc) in the drafting and implementation processes;

– put in place relevant and effective monitoring structures.

Signed (see overleaf)
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Signed1:

KAIKKONEN Antti, Finland, ALDE
ASKO-SELJAVAARA Sirpa, Finland, EPP/CD
BARNETT Doris, Germany, SOC
ELZINGA Tuur, Netherlands, UEL
FIALA Doris, Switzerland, ALDE
HURSKAINEN Sinikka, Finland, SOC
JÓNSSON Birkir Jón, Iceland, ALDE
KALLIO Reijo, Finland, SOC
KIURU Krista, Finland, SOC
KORKEAOJA Juha, Finland, ALDE
LAUKKANEN Markku, Finland, ALDE
LUNDGREN Kerstin, Sweden
MELČÁK Miloš, Czech Republic
ÓSKARSDÓTTIR Steinunn Valdís, Iceland
PAPADOPOULOS Antigoni, Cyprus
SASI Kimmo, Finland, EPP/CD

1. ALDE: Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe
EPP/CD: Group of the European People's Party
SOC: Socialist Group
UEL: Group of the Unified European Left
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