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This motion has not been discussed in the Assembly and commits only those who have signed it

Fission is the splitting of atoms into two or more parts to release energy. Fusion is the fusing of two hydrogen
atoms to make helium. There are pros and cons for both forms. From the environmental point of view, fusion
seems to be the cleaner and safer alternative. The radioactive waste produced by fission remains highly
radioactive for many thousands of years. The radioactive waste produced by fusion however, is capable of
decaying and can do so completely within 100 years, leaving behind the same level of radioactivity as coal
ash.

From a security point of view, if a malfunction of the moderator in nuclear fission reactors occurs, the results
are complete core meltdown and the release of vast amounts of radioactive material in the environment.
Fusion reactors are unable to sustain any type of chain reaction and, therefore, core meltdown is not a fear.

The management and disposal of nuclear waste is also a very important issue from an environmental, health
and security point of view. Radioactive materials are discharged e.g. into the Irish Sea and the North Atlantic.

Transport of nuclear materials also raises concerns from an environmental and security point of view, mainly
because of the risk of terrorist attacks and their consequences.

Nuclear plants based in the United Kingdom are, due to their position, an obvious target for possible terrorist
attacks. With the announced building of 10 new plants, the risk of such an attack happening increases
dramatically.

The Parliamentary Assembly therefore invites the governments of member states and observer states to
carefully consider the issues described above, to encourage R&D in the field of environmental effects of
nuclear energy.

Signed (see overleaf)
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Signed’:

O'REILLY Joseph, Ireland, EPP/CD
ACIKGOZ Ruhi, Turkey, EDG

BLAGA losif Veniamin, Romania, EPP/CD
BREMER Tor, Norway, SOC
ETHERINGTON Bill, United Kingdom
HUSEYNOV Rafael, Azerbaijan, ALDE
HUSS Jean, Luxembourg, SOC
JOHN-CALAME Francine, Switzerland, SOC
LIPINSKI Dariusz, Poland, EPP/CD
LOTMAN Aleksei, Estonia, UEL
MARQUET Bernard, Monaco, ALDE
MEALE Alan, United Kingdom, SOC
NESSA Pasquale, Italy, EPP/CD

O'HARA Edward, United Kingdom
OHLSSON Carina, Sweden, SOC
PAPADIMITRIOU Elsa, Greece, EPP/CD
POPESCU lIvan, Ukraine, SOC

PUCHE Gabino, Spain, EPP/CD

PUIG i OLIVE Lluis Maria, de, Spain, SOC
ROUQUET René, France

RUSSO Giacinto, Italy, ALDE

SARIKAS Fidias, Cyprus, SOC

UNAL Mustafa, Turkey, EPP/CD

1. ALDE: Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe
EDG: European Democrat Group
EPP/CD: Group of the European People's Party
SOC: Socialist Group
UEL: Group of the Unified European Left



