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The challenges of protecting refugees in the run-up to the 60th 
anniversary of the Geneva Convention

Motion for a resolution
tabled by Mr John GREENWAY and other members of the Assembly

This motion has not been discussed in the Assembly and commits only those who have signed it

2011 is the 60th anniversary of the 1951 Convention relating to the Status of Refugees. This Convention, 
which was originally prepared from a European standpoint, evolved into a global instrument after the adoption 
of the 1967 Protocol.

In the run-up to this anniversary, the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), 
which is responsible for ensuring the international protection of over 26 million uprooted persons, is facing 
several challenges.

On the legal front, careful attention must be paid to the impact of the European Union legal arsenal on the 
Geneva Convention.

At the practical level, the vital question to be addressed (particularly in connection with the “asylum shopping” 
phenomenon) is access to asylum and asylum procedures, and therefore to all the rights secured under the 
Geneva Convention.

As regard principles, we must draw attention to the actual authority of the UNHCR, because there is too often 
a gulf between the rhetoric used by states and their practice vis-à-vis refugees.

Lastly, 2011 is also the 50th anniversary of the 1961 Convention on the Reduction of Statelessness. This will 
be an opportunity for highlighting the need to provide permanent solutions for refugees, notably by granting 
them real access to nationality.

The Parliamentary Assembly should reiterate its unwavering support for the UNHCR and prepare a report 
analysing the major challenges facing it, as well as the Council of Europe’s potential role in these fields, 
bearing in mind the European Convention on Human Rights, the monitoring procedures implemented by the 
Council of Europe’s monitoring bodies and the work of the Assembly.
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Signed1:

GREENWAY John, United Kingdom
BEMELMANS-VIDEC Marie-Louise, Netherlands, EPP/CD
CHOPE Christopher, United Kingdom, EDG
CORLĂŢEAN Titus, Romania, SOC
DÍAZ TEJERA Arcadio, Spain, SOC
FILIPIOVÁ Daniela, Czech Republic, EDG
GIRARDIN Annick, France, SOC
GROTH Annette, Germany, UEL
HENDERSON Doug, United Kingdom
KANDELAKI Giorgi, Georgia, EPP/CD
LAAKSO Jaakko, Finland, UEL
LINDBLAD Göran, Sweden, EPP/CD
MEMECAN Nursuna, Turkey, ALDE
NEGELE Gebhard, Liechtenstein, EPP/CD
POURGOURIDES Christos, Cyprus, EPP/CD
SANTINI Giacomo, Italy, EPP/CD
TINDEMANS Elke, Belgium
TÜRKÖNE Özlem, Turkey, EPP/CD
WOHLWEND Renate, Liechtenstein, EPP/CD
ZERNOVSKI Andrej, ''The former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia'', ALDE

1. ALDE: Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe
EDG: European Democrat Group
EPP/CD: Group of the European People's Party
SOC: Socialist Group
UEL: Group of the Unified European Left
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