
Resolution 901 (1988)1

Developments in European scientific and technological co-
operation: the Eureka Initiative

Parliamentary Assembly

The Assembly,

1. Having regard to its Recommendation 1063 (1987), on the new framework for co-operation in research 
and technology established by the Single European Act;

2. Noting that the construction henceforth of a European technological community is open to the 
participation of all member countries of the Council of Europe: i. through the ‘‘COST'' arrangements;ii. through 
bilateral framework agreements (for EFTA countries) with the European Communities; and iii. since 1985, 
through the Eureka Initiative for market-oriented projects in advanced technology;

3. Noting that the Eureka Initiative is designed to improve the industrial and technological competitiveness 
of European firms through arrangements for the support of projects which are originated within industry and of 
which the success may depend on the timely emergence of international norms and standards, together with 
other supportive measures in respect, for example, of guarantees for private investment and of better 
techniques and procedures for managing transnational ventures;

4. Considering that, in the process of building a European technological community, it is useful to maintain 
criteria for the support of Eureka projects which remain distinct from those on which support is given to 
projects of pre-competitive technological research and development (as within the ‘‘framework programme'' of 
the European Communities),

5. Welcomes the progress made in developing and strengthening the Initiative at the 6th Eureka 
Ministerial Conference (Copenhagen, 15-16 June 1988) - the communiqué of which is given in the appendix;

6. Calls on the governments of member states of the Council of Europe to intensify and further concert 
their efforts in the negotiation of international norms and standards which will in the end determine the 
successful marketing of goods and services derived from Eureka projects.

1. Text adopted by the Standing Committee, acting on behalf of the Assembly, on 30 June 1988. See Doc. 5908, report 
of the Committee on Science and Technology, Rapporteurs: MM. Bassinet and Lenzer.

https://pace.coe.int

 https://pace.coe.int   

https://pace.coe.int/en/files/6066


Appendix

Communiqué of the 6th Eureka Ministerial Conference

Copenhagen 15-16 June 1988

Ministers from nineteen European countries and the Vice-President of the Commission of the European 
Communities met at the invitation of the Government of Denmark for the 6th Eureka Ministerial Conference in 
Copenhagen on 15 and 16 June 1988.

The main conclusions were as follows:

– firms and research institutions in Western Europe have established a firm claim for Eureka to play a 
vital role in Europe's overall effort to master its own future;

– 54 new projects were announced with an estimated value of 360 million ECU, bringing the number of 
Eureka projects to 214, with a total estimated value of over 3 800 million ECU;

– support was expressed for the important work undertaken on project-related supportive measures 
which aim at facilitating the utilisation of the results of Eureka projects in industrial markets and public 
sectors;

– the Eureka Initiative will be strengthened so as to facilitate the emergence of projects and to sustain 
them on their road to success: guidelines for future work were agreed upon;

– co-operation between firms and research institutions in a cross-border setting should be intensified;

– the Hanover Declaration was reaffirmed and, as already foreseen therein, it was reaffirmed that the 
success of Eureka represents a practical contribution to the fulfilment of Europe's integrated-market 
goals.

The conference was chaired by the Danish Minister for Education and Research, Mr Bertel Haarder. The 
Prime Minister of Denmark, Mr Poul Schlüter, delivered the opening address. The opening ceremony was 
attended by His Royal Highness the Crown Prince Regent.

Highlights of the conference

1. The ministers and the Vice-President of the Commission announced 54 new Eureka projects estimated at a 
total value of 360 million ECU and noted the five sub-projects of an already announced project listed in the 
annex.

The continuing flow of new projects, the progress being made on the 160 already existing projects and the 
increased participation by SMEs and research institutions demonstrate the growing importance European 
industry and research attach to Eureka.

More than 800 organisations are participating in the 160 projects announced by previous ministerial 
conferences, involving about 950 different collaborative linkages within Europe. Some 50% of the industrial 
participants are SMEs. Research institutions are participating in 39% and universities in 28% of the projects. 
Some patents have been applied for and were obtained. The growing number of related projects in specific 
areas of technology (for example, flexible manufacturing) was noted, as was the synergy such projects 
provide. In this context, further initiatives in the field of so-called ‘‘umbrella projects'' were welcomed.

Three projects (FAMOS, HDTV and EUROTRAC) were described by the project participants to the 
conference of ministers.

2. The ministers and the Vice-President of the Commission have:

a. stressed the important role of supportive measures in achieving the objectives of Eureka;

b. noted the work undertaken on project-related supportive measures in road transport, digital 
cartography, lasers, high definition television and for the COSINE project.

In the area of road transport, they endorsed the work on improving the coherence among the Eureka road 
transport projects and achieving improved co-ordination with the programmes and policies outside Eureka. 
They stressed the importance of further strengthening the existing synergy between the Eureka road transport 
projects and the R & D programmes of the European Communities and welcomed the suggestion of the 
incoming Austrian Chair to establish the adequate co-ordination structure.
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In the area of digital cartography, they welcomed the progress made so far, notably through the ‘‘evaluation 
field test'', which will serve as a European pilot project in which project participants as well as cartographic 
services have joined forces.

In the area of high power lasers, they noted the survey work that has been started, at national level and on an 
international scale, by project participants in safety regulations and standards with a view, notably, to the so-
called preventive safety approach.

In the area of high definition television, they underlined the desirability of developing common standards and 
stressed the importance of the industry and governments concerned and the European Communities 
undertaking common promotional efforts. They also underlined the necessity to create the proper framework 
conditions for the implementation of HDTV as developed in the Eureka HDTV project, which aims to provide 
the television viewer with a higher level of excellence in picture quality.

They noted the significance of the COSINE project for improving the data networking of all collaborativeR & D 
activities in Europe and for creating market opportunities for the information technology industry. They 
underlined the need for harmonised national and Communityactions by all departments and organisations 
concerned with R & D, and expressed support for steps to make the implementation of the COSINE project 
effective.

They concluded that further work on supportive measures should have top priority in the coming years.

In this context they noted the paper submitted by the Commission on supportive measures currently 
undertaken by the European Communities in the implementation of the European Communities internal 
market programme as well as in co-operation with the EFTA countries.

3. The ministers and the Vice-President of the Commission agreed on the importance of strengthening the 
appropriate co-operation between industry and research institutions:

– firms, and in particular SMEs, should make more use of the potential of Europe's excellent centres of 
research;

– research institutions should complement further their efforts in fundamental research with targeted work 
to help society and industry understand and solve their more immediate problems;

– co-operation between firms and research institutions in a cross-border setting should be intensified;

In this context, they took note of the Eureka High-Level Conference in Milan from 18 to 20 April 1988 on the 
contribution of universities and other research organisations to the identification, definition and implementation 
of industrial projects for international co-operation in high-technology fields. Discussions on the main topic 
concluded that:

a. universities and other research organisations should make an important and creative contribution to 
Eureka projects, particularly for the benefit of SMEs;

b. on a European level, linkages and networks between industries, universities and other research 
organisations should be encouraged and, where appropriate, improved.

4. The ministers and the Vice-President of the Commission took note of the work undertaken at the initiative of 
several members in order to provide technical assistance to participants in Eureka projects, namely removing 
obstacles to international co-operation in R & D activities and in particular to the involvement of SMEs where, 
in fact, further assistance by a qualitative analysis of their role is necessary to improve and stimulate their 
contribution, the strengthening of project management, and assistance in drafting international R & D 
agreements.

5. The ministers and the Vice-President of the Commission reaffirmed the importance of private external 
capital for Eureka projects.

They took note of the ongoing links between Eureka projects and several financial organisations as well as 
the initiative to explore methods to insure part of the financial risks in liaison with work undertaken by the 
CEC.

6. The ministers and the Vice-President of the Commission welcomed the fact that the Council of Research 
Ministers of the European Communities has underlined the need for the clearest possible definition of the 
interface between the two frameworks for R & D so as to avoid overlap and to encourage the maximum 
synergy.
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7. The ministers and the Vice-President of the Commission stressed the importance of continuity for the 
Eureka Initiative and noted the desirability to develop a medium-term plan agenda for Eureka work and to 
discuss a proposal to this effect at their next conference.

8. The Government of Austria was welcomed to the Chair of Eureka and the invitation accepted to attend the 
7th Eureka Ministerial Conference in Vienna in June 1989.
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