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Violence against women in Europe

Motion for a recommendation
tabled by Mr José MENDES BOTA and other members of the Assembly

This motion has not been discussed in the Assembly and commits only those who have signed it

Violence against women is a plight which does not spare any country in the world. It is a form of discrimination 
and a human rights violation which will affect one in four women in Europe.

In 2011, the Council of Europe set itself as a standard-setting leader in the area of violence against women, 
by opening for signature the Council of Europe Convention on preventing and combating violence against 
women and domestic violence (the Istanbul Convention).

In 2013, the choice of “violence against women and girls” as the main theme of the meeting of the 
Commission on the Status of Women (CSW 57) has polarised general, media and political attention around 
this topic and created the conditions for a greater commitment to eradicate this plight.

To date, 26 Council of Europe member States have signed the Istanbul Convention and 3 have ratified it. The 
Parliamentary Assembly should urge Council of Europe member States to speed up the ratification of the 
Convention, so that it can enter into force and start to have an impact on the lives of thousands of women. At 
the same time, the Assembly should strengthen its activities to promote the Convention amongst the general 
public, and initiate activities to build the capacity of national parliamentarians to monitor the implementation of 
the Istanbul Convention at national level.

Furthermore, the Assembly should recommend to the Committee of Ministers to allocate adequate resources 
and rationalise its activities in the area of violence against women, recognising them as a political priority and 
developing them along four axes: awareness-raising amongst the general public, co-operation projects, 
promotion and monitoring of the Istanbul Convention. Finally, the Assembly should recommend modalities for 
its involvement in such activities, including in the procedure for monitoring the implementation of the 
Convention.

Signed (see overleaf)
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Signed1:

MENDES BOTA José, Portugal, EPP/CD
ACKETOFT Tina, Sweden, ALDE
BOURZAI Bernadette, France, SOC
CILEVIČS Boriss, Latvia, SOC
DRĂGHICI Damian, Romania, SOC
ERKAL KARA Tülin, Turkey, EPP/CD
FARINA Renato, Italy, EPP/CD
GAFAROVA Sahiba, Azerbaijan, EDG
GIANNAKAKI Maria, Greece, NR
GUNNARSSON Jonas, Sweden, SOC
HAUGLI Håkon, Norway, SOC
KALMÁR Ferenc, Hungary, EPP/CD
MATTILA Pirkko, Finland, NR
MEMECAN Nursuna, Turkey, ALDE
QUINTANILLA Carmen, Spain, EPP/CD
ROTNICKA Jadwiga, Poland, EPP/CD
SAÏDI Fatiha, Belgium, SOC
SCHEMBRI Deborah, Malta, SOC
TZAKRI Theodora, Greece, SOC
ZAPPONE Katherine, Ireland, NR

1. ALDE: Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe
EDG: European Democrat Group
EPP/CD: Group of the European People's Party
SOC: Socialist Group
NR: Representatives not belonging to a Political Group
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