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Situation in Lebanon and challenges for regional stability and 
European security

Motion for a resolution
tabled by Mr Tobias ZECH and other members of the Assembly

This motion has not been discussed in the Assembly and commits only those who have signed it

In spite of the enduring Syrian civil war, Lebanon continues to exercise a high degree of resilience against 
challenges and threats resulting from the uprisings in the region. Nevertheless, the lack of a unified Lebanese 
governing force and prevalent sectarianism throughout the country has left its government and its national 
security vulnerable. Recent developments intensified this trend.

Hezbollah’s involvement in the Syrian civil war supporting Syrian President Bashar al Assad against the 
mainly Sunni rebel forces and the presence of the two massive refugee populations, Syrians and Palestinians, 
both predominantly Sunni, jeopardize fragile Sunni-Shia relations in Lebanon.

In August 2014, extremist groups spreading from Syria began to attack Lebanese security forces. Lebanon’s 
security agencies have been able to subdue the threat and maintain stability in the country until now. 
Lebanon’s call for international support to aid its security forces remains urgent.

Due to its security situation, Lebanese parliamentary elections were postponed in November 2014 and 
parliament’s term was extended until 2017. Lebanese citizens have been deprived of their voting right.

Since the conflict’s outbreak five years ago, the following three main pillars of Lebanon’s economy have 
suffered greatly: services, construction and tourism. With debt levels estimated at nearly 150 percent of its 
GDP, economic collapse is a possibility.

In order to prevent further erosion of order in the Middle East, the international community must reinforce 
Lebanon’s stability.

In line with Parliamentary Assembly Resolution 1520 (2006) emphasising the necessity to pursue dialogue on 
a parliamentary level with all parties concerned in the Middle East, the Assembly resolves to carefully study 
the political developments in Lebanon, with a specific focus on internal security and weakened political 
institutions. The Assembly decides to consider ways to support and promote democratic reforms and counter-
radicalisation measures.

Signed (see overleaf)
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Signed1:

ZECH Tobias, Germany, EPP/CD
AGRAMUNT Pedro, Spain, EPP/CD
AMON Werner, Austria, EPP/CD
BARNETT Doris, Germany, SOC
CSENGER-ZALÁN Zsolt, Hungary, EPP/CD
DALLOZ Marie-Christine, France, EPP/CD
DROBINSKI-WEIß Elvira, Germany, SOC
FISCHER Axel E., Germany, EPP/CD
FOURNIER Bernard, France, EPP/CD
HEINRICH Gabriela, Germany, SOC
HOFFMANN Rózsa, Hungary, EPP/CD
HÜBINGER Anette, Germany, EPP/CD
JUNG Franz Josef, Germany, EPP/CD
LEGENDRE Jacques, France, EPP/CD
MARIANI Thierry, France, EPP/CD
MIGNON Jean-Claude, France, EPP/CD
MIßFELDER Philipp, Germany, EPP/CD
NÉMETH Zsolt, Hungary, EPP/CD
NIKOLOSKI Aleksandar, ''The former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia'', EPP/CD
RAWERT Mechthild, Germany, SOC
SCHWABE Frank, Germany, SOC
TILKI Attila, Hungary, EPP/CD
VOGEL Volkmar, Germany, EPP/CD
WADEPHUL Johann, Germany, EPP/CD
WALTER Robert, United Kingdom, EC

1. EC: European Conservatives Group
EPP/CD: Group of the European People's Party
SOC: Socialist Group
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