
Doc. 14033
20 April 2016

A potential threat to European countries imposed by the 
nuclear power plant in Belarus

Motion for a resolution
tabled by Ms Birutė VĖSAITĖ and other members of the Assembly

This motion has not been discussed in the Assembly and commits only those who have signed it

Despite the violation of the main principles of the Espoo Convention and the Aarhus Convention, Belarus is 
quickly progressing with the construction of its first nuclear power plant (NPP), designed by the Russian State 
corporation Rosatom in the North-Western part of Belarus, near Ostrovets.

The distance from the construction site to the Lithuanian State (and the external European Union) border is 
just about 20 km and to the Lithuanian capital Vilnius – 50 km. In case of an accident in the NPP, the real 
hazard area would comprise the territories of the Baltic States, Sweden, Poland. Denmark, Ukraine, Germany.

Belarus is implementing the project in violation of international nuclear and environmental safety standards 
and without respect to the principles of transparency. Belarus selected the site in Ostrovets for the 
construction of the NPP before the transboundary EIA procedures (of Espoo Convention) were even started 
and without due respect to the safety requirements by the International Atomic Energy Agency. Neither 
Belarus has performed the stress-test exercise according to the declaration signed with the European 
Commission in 2011. Moreover, the safety culture of the contractor general and future operator is low. Belarus 
has been hastily proceeding with the construction works ignoring the sequence of procedural steps set by 
international norms and standards.

Belarus is actively looking for political support while disregarding technical and legal issues concerning the 
development of the NPP project. Belarus publicly provides false statements that international organisations 
and other countries approve the NPP project, which is a mere misinterpretation of the actual situation.

Understanding that the NPP construction process is irreversible, the Parliamentary Assembly should demand 
that the NPP be implemented in accordance with the international nuclear safety and environmental standards 
and conventions, as well as with due consideration to the reasonable concerns of the neighbouring countries.

Signed (see overleaf)
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Signed1:

VĖSAITĖ Birutė, Lithuania, SOC
BUDNER Margareta, Poland, EC
BULIGA Valentina, Republic of Moldova, SOC
CILEVIČS Boriss, Latvia, SOC
DROBINSKI-WEIß Elvira, Germany, SOC
HUOVINEN Susanna, Finland, SOC
JAKAVONIS Gediminas, Lithuania, ALDE
JANSSON Eva-Lena, Sweden, SOC
KOBAKHIDZE Manana, Georgia, SOC
KUODYTĖ Dalia, Lithuania, ALDE
LOGVYNSKYI Georgii, Ukraine, EPP/CD
MIKKO Marianne, Estonia, SOC
MUNYAMA Killion, Poland, EPP/CD
POCIEJ Aleksander, Poland, EPP/CD
RAWERT Mechthild, Germany, SOC
SCHWABE Frank, Germany, SOC
ŠIRCELJ Andrej, Slovenia, EPP/CD
SOBOLEV Serhiy, Ukraine, EPP/CD
SOTNYK Olena, Ukraine, ALDE
VAREIKIS Egidijus, Lithuania, EPP/CD
VLASENKO Sergiy, Ukraine, EPP/CD
WOJTYŁA Andrzej, Poland, EC
WURM Gisela, Austria, SOC
ZINGERIS Emanuelis, Lithuania, EPP/CD

1. ALDE: Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe
EC: European Conservatives Group
EPP/CD: Group of the European People's Party
SOC: Socialist Group
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