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Setting minimum standards for electoral systems in order to 
offer the basis for free and fair elections

Motion for a resolution
tabled by Mr Hendrik DAEMS and other members of the Assembly

This motion has not been discussed in the Assembly and commits only those who have signed it

Building, protecting and strengthening democracy is core business for the Council of Europe. At its base, 
representative democracy is practiced through an electoral process using an electoral system as a tool.

The Parliamentary Assembly goes about evaluating democracy through the electoral process by carrying out 
election observation missions and assessing whether the electoral process has been free and fair.

However, in order to assess democracy in our member States, it is equally necessary to look into the electoral 
systems as such.

Electoral systems differ in our member States: in terms of direct or indirect systems, proportional or “winner 
takes all” systems, “first past the post” or two rounds systems, formal and informal thresholds, and other 
variants of the same tools to express democracy for and by the people.

A structured comparative overview of electoral systems used by Council of Europe member States would 
therefore allow the establishment of basic Council of Europe standards and limits within which, from a 
systematic approach, the electoral system put in practice offers an undisputed basis for free and fair elections.

The Assembly should therefore prepare a report on the matter.

Signed (see overleaf)
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Signed1:

DAEMS Hendrik, Belgium, ALDE
ALHAMARNEH Mustafa, Jordan
BAKOYANNIS Theodora, Greece, EPP/CD
BAYKAL Deniz, Turkey, SOC
BĒRZINŠ Andris, Latvia, ALDE
BILLSTRÖM Tobias, Sweden, EPP/CD
BRASSEUR Anne, Luxembourg, ALDE
DJUROVIĆ Aleksandra, Serbia, EPP/CD
DURRIEU Josette, France, SOC
GARÐARSSON Karl, Iceland, ALDE
HEER Alfred, Switzerland, ALDE
KARLSSON Niklas, Sweden, SOC
KLICH Bogdan, Poland, EPP/CD
KORODI Attila, Romania, EPP/CD
KÜÇÜKCAN Talip, Turkey, EC
LESKAJ Valentina, Albania, SOC
MAURY PASQUIER Liliane, Switzerland, SOC
MIKKO Marianne, Estonia, SOC
NICOLETTI Michele, Italy, SOC
SCHNEIDER-SCHNEITER Elisabeth, Switzerland, EPP/CD
SILVA Adão, Portugal, EPP/CD
SOTNYK Olena, Ukraine, ALDE
TRUSKOLASKI Krzysztof, Poland, ALDE
VĖSAITĖ Birutė, Lithuania, SOC
ZELIENKOVÁ Kristýna, Czech Republic, ALDE

1. ALDE: Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe
EC: European Conservatives Group
EPP/CD: Group of the European People's Party
SOC: Socialist Group
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