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This motion has not been discussed in the Assembly and commits only those who have signed it

Migrations may have an impact on human rights and non-discrimination in Council of Europe member States.
This concerns women and men, both European citizens and foreigners seeking refuge in Europe from wars or
political and economic hardship. Migrant and asylum seeker women are not visible, as they are only
mentioned when they become victims of violence. In families of migrants and asylum seekers, women often
have a lower status than men. They are involved in migration by men rather than taking the initiative, which
contributes to making them less keen to migrate and less ready to integrate in the new context. Laws and
regulations on the reception of migrants often focus on men and apply to women only as family joining the
original migrant. This may reinforce the idea that migrant women only have a role in the family and not in the
labour market, and contribute to limiting the type of jobs that they have access to, typically domestic work or
nursing. Women asylum seekers also have difficult access to refugee status, as the forms of persecution
experienced by them often take place in private settings and are less likely to be recognised as qualifying for
refugee status.

The Parliamentary Assembly has worked on issues concerning migrant women on several occasions. The
Assembly should analyse the current situation and suggest ways of involving migrant and asylum seeker
women in the work market, which would help empowering them and change the share of responsibility within
the family. The role of these women in the education and integration of children should also be taken into
account, as well as the issue of domestic violence.

Signed (see overleaf)
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1. ALDE: Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe
EPP/CD: Group of the European People's Party
SOC: Socialist Group



