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Addressing forced marriage: legal provisions and promising 
practices

Motion for a resolution
tabled by Ms Maria Edera SPADONI and other members of the Assembly

This motion has not been discussed in the Assembly and commits only those who have signed it

Forced marriage is a marriage in which one or both of the parties is married without his or her consent or 
against his or her will. Most perpetrators are older male relatives. Victims or potential victims of forced 
marriages are mainly young women. Information regarding the relationship between the victim and the 
perpetrator, as well as the number of persons involved in forcing someone to marry, is important both for 
prosecution and for an effective support to victims. According to the Istanbul Convention (article 37), Parties 
shall take the necessary legislative or other measures to ensure that the intentional conduct of forcing an adult 
or a child to enter into a marriage is criminalised.

A call for the effective implementation of the Istanbul Convention through the specific perspective of forced 
marriage is needed. How can we avoid the forced marriage in member States? How can we collect reliable 
data in order to understand this issue? Which practice can we suggest in preventing forced marriage in 
member States? How can we contribute to preventing forced marriage and protecting victims?

Council of Europe member States should be encouraged to look at the issue of forced marriage in a 
comprehensive manner and to identify promising practices in preventing forced marriage. The Parliamentary 
Assembly should make recommendations in this regard and identify promising practices regarding the 
methodology, definitions and criteria applicable to data collection and protection of the victims of forced 
marriage.

Signed (see overleaf)
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Signed1:

SPADONI Maria Edera, Italy, NR
BERGAMINI Deborah, Italy, EPP/CD
BONET Sílvia Eloïsa, Andorra, SOC
CENTEMERO Elena, Italy, EPP/CD
GAFAROVA Sahiba, Azerbaijan, EC
GHILETCHI Valeriu, Republic of Moldova, EPP/CD
GUNNARSSON Jonas, Sweden, SOC
KAVVADIA Ioanneta, Greece, UEL
KERESTECİOĞLU DEMİR Filiz, Turkey, UEL
KRONBICHLER Florian, Italy, SOC
KÜRKÇÜ Ertuğrul, Turkey, UEL
KYRIAKIDES Stella, Cyprus, EPP/CD
MATEU Meritxell, Andorra, ALDE
MUNYAMA Killion, Poland, EPP/CD
OMTZIGT Pieter, Netherlands, EPP/CD
OOMEN-RUIJTEN Ria, Netherlands, EPP/CD
SAVCHENKO Nadiia, Ukraine, EPP/CD
SUTTER Petra, De, Belgium, SOC
TAKTAKISHVILI Chiora, Georgia, ALDE
THIÉRY Damien, Belgium, ALDE
TORNARE Manuel, Switzerland, SOC
ZECH Tobias, Germany, EPP/CD

1. ALDE: Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe
EC: European Conservatives Group
EPP/CD: Group of the European People's Party
SOC: Socialist Group
UEL: Group of the Unified European Left
NR: Representatives not belonging to a Political Group
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