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Assessing political consequences of foreign funding of Islam 
in Europe

Motion for a resolution
tabled by Ms Doris FIALA and other members of the Assembly

This motion has not been discussed in the Assembly and commits only those who have signed it

In many European States Islam is not funded on equal footing with other European religions. At the same 
time, the issue of foreign funding attracts particular attention and the alleged lack of transparency gives 
grounds for political speculations, suspicion and fears, including the fear of possible misuse of this funding for 
the purposes of radicalisation.

Taking into account the impact of these debates on the democratic lives of European societies, we propose 
that the Parliamentary Assembly thoroughly study the different models of funding of Islam in Europe.

The following questions should be examined: what models of public funding of Islam exist in Europe and how 
do they define a framework for direct and indirect foreign funding, including religious education and training of 
imams, building and management of religious facilities, etc.? What are the main sources and intermediaries of 
foreign funding of Islam in Europe, including State and non-State actors? What is the role of the Turkish 
Directorate of Religious Affairs (Diyanet) in the development of Islam in other Council of Europe member 
States? What are the implications of funding of Islam in Europe by extra-European sources? How to improve 
transparency of the different models of funding, including in order to prevent populist misuse of the topic? 
To which extent foreign funding of Islam can become an instrument of external political influence? Finally, how 
can closer European co-operation promote transparency and trust while refraining from excessive intervention 
into religious affairs and providing a framework for a free and harmonious development of Islam in Europe?
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Signed1:

FIALA Doris, Switzerland, ALDE
ANDERSON Donald, United Kingdom, SOC
BAKOYANNIS Theodora, Greece, EPP/CD
BILDARRATZ Jokin, Spain, ALDE
BONET Sílvia Eloïsa, Andorra, SOC
BRASSEUR Anne, Luxembourg, ALDE
BÜCHEL Roland Rino, Switzerland, ALDE
CENTEMERO Elena, Italy, EPP/CD
DAEMS Hendrik, Belgium, ALDE
FINCKH-KRÄMER Ute, Germany, SOC
FISCHER Axel, Germany, EPP/CD
FRIDEZ Pierre-Alain, Switzerland, SOC
HEER Alfred, Switzerland, ALDE
HUSEYNOV Rafael, Azerbaijan, ALDE
JORDANA Carles, Andorra, ALDE
KÜÇÜKCAN Talip, Turkey, EC
LIDDELL-GRAINGER Ian, United Kingdom, EC
LUNDGREN Kerstin, Sweden, ALDE
MAURY PASQUIER Liliane, Switzerland, SOC
MIGNON Jean-Claude, France, EPP/CD
OEHRI Judith, Liechtenstein, ALDE
PALLARÉS Judith, Andorra, ALDE
PASQUIER Bernard, Monaco, ALDE
REPS Mailis, Estonia, ALDE
RIGONI Andrea, Italy, ALDE
RODRÍGUEZ HERNÁNDEZ Melisa, Spain, ALDE
ROUQUET René, France, SOC
SCHENNACH Stefan, Austria, SOC
SCHNEIDER-SCHNEITER Elisabeth, Switzerland, EPP/CD
SOTNYK Olena, Ukraine, ALDE
TORNARE Manuel, Switzerland, SOC
XUCLÀ Jordi, Spain, ALDE
ZECH Tobias, Germany, EPP/CD

1. ALDE: Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe
EC: European Conservatives Group
EPP/CD: Group of the European People's Party
SOC: Socialist Group
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