
Doc. 14429
13 October 2017

Violence and discrimination against religious minorities in 
refugee camps across Europe

Motion for a resolution
tabled by Mr Pavlo UNHURIAN and other members of the Assembly

This motion has not been discussed in the Assembly and commits only those who have signed it

Europe continues to face an unprecedented refugee crisis with no end in sight, with nearly 1.2 million new 
asylum applications in 2016 – 9% more than in 2015. According to the 2016 Office of the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees Global Report, the applicants originate mainly from Afghanistan, Iraq and the 
Syrian Arab Republic (Syria). In the two last countries, civil war and violent extremism have created an 
alarming humanitarian situation resulting in a massive exodus of the population.

Christians, Yazidis, Druze, Ismailis and other religious minorities have been particularly targeted by the 
terrorist group “ISIS” for their beliefs, which in some cases had led to them to flee genocidal violence. After 
being treated as second-class citizens for years, they hope to find security, dignity, tolerance, equality in 
Europe, and respect for their fundamental human rights, including religious freedom.

Regrettably, many refugees have continued to suffer from discrimination, violence and sometimes death 
because of their minority beliefs even after reaching Europe, in many cases at the hands of fellow refugees. In 
Resolution 2050 (2015), the Parliamentary Assembly highlighted cases where Christians have been thrown 
out of boats crossing the Mediterranean. There are also widespread reports of cases where refugees have 
been attacked for their beliefs in reception centers and refugee camps across Europe – in a 2016 report Open 
Doors for instance documented hundreds of religiously motivated attacks on Christians and Yazidis in 
German refugee shelters.

As member States are working to implement best practice to care for refugees and migrants in accordance 
with the core values of the Council of Europe, including equality and the protection of minorities, the Assembly 
should closely examine this challenging reality and propose recommendations aimed at effectively protecting 
minorities having fled religiously motivated violence, and upholding freedom of thought, conscience and 
religion in reception centers and refugee camps.

Signed (see overleaf)
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Signed1:

UNHURIAN Pavlo, Ukraine, EPP/CD
ANDERSON Donald, United Kingdom, SOC
BADEA Viorel Riceard, Romania, EPP/CD
BARTOS Mónika, Hungary, EPP/CD
BRUYN Piet, De, Belgium, NR
CORLĂŢEAN Titus, Romania, SOC
DE TEMMERMAN Jennifer, France, NR
DIVINA Sergio, Italy, FDG
DUNDEE Alexander, [The Earl of], United Kingdom, EC
GAMBARO Adele, Italy, FDG
GHILETCHI Valeriu, Republic of Moldova, EPP/CD
GILLAN Cheryl, United Kingdom, EC
GRIN Jean-Pierre, Switzerland, ALDE
HOLLIK István, Hungary, EPP/CD
HOWELL John, United Kingdom, EC
LAMBERT Jérôme, France, SOC
LOPUSHANSKYI Andrii, Ukraine, ALDE
LOUIS Alexandra, France, NR
MASSEY Doreen, United Kingdom, SOC
MULLEN Rónán, Ireland, EPP/CD
MUNYAMA Killion, Poland, EPP/CD
NÉMETH Zsolt, Hungary, EPP/CD
SANDBÆK Ulla, Denmark, UEL
SUTTER Petra, De, Belgium, SOC
TILKI Attila, Hungary, EPP/CD
VAREIKIS Egidijus, Lithuania, EPP/CD
VOVK Viktor, Ukraine, EC
WIECHEL Markus, Sweden, NR

1. ALDE: Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe
EC: European Conservatives Group
EPP/CD: Group of the European People's Party
FDG: Free Democrats Group
SOC: Socialists, Democrats and Greens Group
UEL: Group of the Unified European Left
NR: Representatives not belonging to a Political Group
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