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Emergence of lethal autonomous weapons systems (LAWS) 
and their necessary apprehension through European human 
rights law

Motion for a resolution
tabled by Mr Fabien GOUTTEFARDE and other members of the Assembly

This motion has not been discussed in the Assembly and commits only those who have signed it

Lethal autonomous weapons systems (LAWS) raise high stake ethical and legal issues. For several years, 
NGOs and public decision-makers have been calling for a regulation or even a ban on LAWS. In 2017, 
artificial intelligence experts published an open letter urging governments and the United Nations to "prevent a 
race for autonomous weapons" and "avoid the destabilising effects of these technologies”.

In 2018, a prohibition of principle against LAWS was laid by a majority of United Nations member States, and 
reiterated during several diplomatic meetings since then. However, several major economic and military 
powers (China, the Russian Federation, the United States), including in Europe, are now developing public 
subsidies and private sector investment, resulting in a race towards this type of armaments.

The deployment of LAWS could lead to serious changes or even a sociological breakdown in conducting of 
war, by the role dedicated to the machine in the usual human relationship at war. The decision-making 
process of going to war of governments would eventually be drastically changed.

The wording «Lethal autonomous weapon systems» expresses per se the difficulties of drawing up a legal 
definition, reflecting various technological and artificial intelligence levels, particularly with regard to the degree 
of human intervention to be maintained (man in the loop, man on the loop and man off the loop), making any 
international or regional consensus difficult.

Adopted on 8 April 2019, the ethics guidelines for trustworthy artificial intelligence of the European 
Commission provide for an ambiguous and hazardous definition of LAWS.

The Parliamentary Assembly should take up this subject matter as from now in order to prevent the reality of 
the development of weapons technologies and artificial intelligence from threatening the enforcement of 
international humanitarian law and human rights.

Signed (see overleaf)
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Signed1:

GOUTTEFARDE Fabien, France, ALDE
BARDELL Hannah, United Kingdom, NR
BOUYX Bertrand, France, ALDE
COMTE Raphaël, Switzerland, ALDE
DE TEMMERMAN Jennifer, France, ALDE
DURANTON Nicole, France, EPP/CD
FOURNIER Bernard, France, EPP/CD
GATTOLIN André, France, ALDE
GORROTXATEGUI Miren, Spain, UEL
GRAAS Gusty, Luxembourg, ALDE
HOUBRON Dimitri, France, ALDE
KARAMANLI Marietta, France, SOC
KLEINWAECHTER Norbert, Germany, NR
LAMBERT Jérôme, France, SOC
LEGUILLE BALLOY Martine, France, ALDE
LOUIS Alexandra, France, ALDE
POCIEJ Aleksander, Poland, EPP/CD
POLIAČIK Martin, Slovak Republic, ALDE
RAUCH Isabelle, France, ALDE
RODRÍGUEZ HERNÁNDEZ Melisa, Spain, ALDE
SHEPPARD Tommy, United Kingdom, NR
SOCOTAR Gheorghe-Dinu, Romania, SOC
SORRE Bertrand, France, ALDE
TRISSE Nicole, France, ALDE
VARDANYAN Vladimir, Armenia, EPP/CD
YENEROĞLU Mustafa, Turkey, NR

1. ALDE: Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe
EPP/CD: Group of the European People's Party
SOC: Socialists, Democrats and Greens Group
UEL: Group of the Unified European Left
NR: Representatives not belonging to a Political Group
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