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Discrimination against persons dealing with long-term illness

Motion for a resolution
tabled by Ms Béatrice FRESKO-ROLFO and other members of the Assembly

This motion has not been discussed in the Assembly and commits only those who have signed it

People who are receiving treatment for cancer or who have had to have such treatment, as well as people 
who have a long-term, chronic or degenerative illness, are often prevented from realising their life plans. 
Obtaining a loan, for instance, can become impossible due to insurance companies’ refusal to cover the risks 
linked to such loans. While some member States have put in place systems designed to compensate for 
these situations, such systems are not in place everywhere and do not cover every case. Returning to work or 
reintegrating the labour force can also become an ordeal. The difficulties faced by women trying to rebuild 
their lives after breast cancer are a particularly striking example of this phenomenon.

Being confronted with a long, chronic or degenerative illness should not prevent those affected from 
continuing to live their lives and from enjoying, fully and without discrimination, the same rights as the rest of 
the population. This is issue is becoming increasingly important for our societies: as advances in the medical 
field make it possible to prolong life in more and more cases, it falls to our societies to guarantee human 
dignity, quality of life and the equal access to rights of everyone.

The Parliamentary Assembly should study the actions taken by member States to eliminate discrimination 
against people facing these types of illness. Based on its findings, the Assembly should provide member 
States with guidelines aiming to put an end to discrimination against these persons and promote good 
practices in this field.

Signed (see overleaf)
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Signed1:

FRESKO-ROLFO Béatrice, Monaco, ALDE
BAYR Petra, Austria, SOC
BEN CHIKHA Fourat, Belgium, SOC
BEUS RICHEMBERGH Goran, Croatia, ALDE
BLONDIN Maryvonne, France, SOC
BOER Margreet, De, Netherlands, SOC
BOSCHI Maria Elena, Italy, SOC
BUSTINDUY María Luisa, Spain, SOC
CILEVIČS Boriss, Latvia, SOC
ESTRELA Edite, Portugal, SOC
GURMAI Zita, Hungary, SOC
HOUBRON Dimitri, France, ALDE
KOVÁCS Elvira, Serbia, EPP/CD
LABLAK Aicha, Morocco
LACROIX Christophe, Belgium, SOC
MAURY PASQUIER Liliane, Switzerland, SOC
PEÑA Esther, Spain, SOC
RAUCH Isabelle, France, ALDE
RUKAVISHNIKOVA Irina, Russian Federation, NR
SAYEK BÖKE Selin, Turkey, SOC
SILVA Adão, Portugal, EPP/CD
STAROSTINA Olga, Russian Federation, NR
STIENEN Petra, Netherlands, ALDE
SUMELZO Susana, Spain, SOC
TORNARE Manuel, Switzerland, SOC
TROY Robert, Ireland, ALDE
YAŞAR Serap, Turkey, NR

1. ALDE: Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe
EPP/CD: Group of the European People's Party
SOC: Socialists, Democrats and Greens Group
NR: Representatives not belonging to a Political Group
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