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Strengthening palliative care for children

Motion for a resolution
tabled by Mr Viorel-Riceard BADEA and other members of the Assembly

This motion has not been discussed in the Assembly and commits only those who have signed it

In 2017 there was an estimated 21 million children with noncommunicable and communicable diseases that 
could benefit from palliative care. In Germany alone there are around 50 000 children, adolescents and young 
adults suffering from such diseases.

The majority of conditions are distinct from those in adult palliative care. Children are more resilient and more 
likely to require child palliative care for longer periods than adults. However, most child health efforts are 
aimed at reducing mortality, and little attention has been paid to the need for child palliative care.

Families go through unbearable suffering, worsened by the lack of information on child palliative care. 
They urgently need support. Unfortunately, there are no reliable figures. The Atlas of Palliative Care first 
included figures for volunteering and pediatric hospitals in 2019. Comparative figures pertaining to affected 
children are not yet available.

One of the solutions put forward by civil society in Germany is to develop hospital facilities for children 
throughout Europe to alleviate the distress of affected families and to accompany and support them. 
This initiative will be an opportunity to gather information on such projects across Europe. The Parliamentary 
Assembly should highlight these examples, put forward recommendations to the Committee of Ministers and 
ensure that they are followed by the European Health Committee (CDSP).

Families need to be supported through networks of families living the same experience. The Assembly should 
stress the role of family associations as support systems for parents and children facing this painful 
experience.

Signed (see overleaf)
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Signed1:

BADEA Viorel-Riceard, Romania, EPP/CD
BARTOS Mónika, Hungary, EC/DA
BULAI Iulian, Romania, ALDE
CILEVIČS Boriss, Latvia, SOC
CORLĂŢEAN Titus, Romania, SOC
COZMANCIUC Corneliu-Mugurel, Romania, EPP/CD
DAVIDOVICI Natalia, Republic of Moldova, EPP/CD
DEKANOIDZE Khatia, Georgia, EPP/CD
GONCHARENKO Oleksii, Ukraine, EC/DA
GROZA Ion, Republic of Moldova, EPP/CD
KAMELCHUK Yuriy, Ukraine, EPP/CD
LĪBIŅA-EGNERE Inese, Latvia, EPP/CD
NÉMETH Zsolt, Hungary, EC/DA
NIKOLOSKI Aleksandar, North Macedonia, EPP/CD
O'REILLY Joseph, Ireland, EPP/CD
POPSOI Mihail, Republic of Moldova, EPP/CD
SOBOLIEV Serhii, Ukraine, EPP/CD
SPĂTARU Elena-Simona, Romania, ALDE
STIER Davor Ivo, Croatia, EPP/CD
STOICA Diana, Romania, ALDE
STROE Ionuț-Marian, Romania, EPP/CD
THÓRARINSSON Birgir, Iceland, EPP/CD
VARDANYAN Vladimir, Armenia, EPP/CD
ZINGERIS Emanuelis, Lithuania, EPP/CD

1. ALDE: Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe
EC/DA: European Conservatives Group and Democratic Alliance
EPP/CD: Group of the European People's Party
SOC: Socialists, Democrats and Greens Group
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