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Implementation of the Good Friday Agreement

Motion for a resolution
tabled by Mr Paul GAVAN and other members of the Assembly

This motion has not been discussed in the Assembly and commits only those who have signed it

On the 25th anniversary of the Belfast/Good Friday Agreement (GFA), the institutions of that Agreement 
should be working. Unfortunately, they are not.

In addition, there are serious concerns regarding the Human Rights Framework of the Agreement.

At the time of the GFA, Ireland and Britain were both members of the European Union and the GFA was 
signed with specific obligations in relations to international and European Union human rights law. 
Commitments to the European Convention of Human Rights contained in the GFA were one of its important 
achievements.

Since BREXIT, there has been a Withdrawal Agreement, a Protocol, and amendments to the Protocol by a 
Windsor Framework. Despite these efforts, the British Government has introduced several Bills, many 
potentially breaking international law and undermining international and European Union human rights 
protections. Britain’s proposed Human Rights Act 1998 reform, the so-called Legacy Bill, the Protocol Bill, the 
Illegal (sic) Migration Bill, and the Retained EU Law (Revocation and Reform) Bill can all be cited in this 
regard.

All of the above proposals raise concerns with regard to maintaining the terms of the GFA and have been 
cited in a significant report published in February 2023 by an international delegation of lawyers – the 
International Jurists Delegation to Ireland.

According to article 3 of the Statute of the Council of Europe, member States are obliged to accept the 
principles of the rule of law (including international law) and of human rights and fundamental freedoms by all 
persons within their jurisdiction. Therefore, the Parliamentary Assembly should investigate the GFA’s 
implementation and all outstanding parts of the agreement yet to be implemented, and make 
recommendations with particular reference to honouring the human rights framework of the agreement.

Signed (see overleaf)

https://pace.coe.int

 https://pace.coe.int   



Signed1:

GAVAN Paul, Ireland, UEL
BERGERON Stéphane, Canada
CASTEL Laura, Spain, UEL
CEGONHO Pedro, Portugal, SOC
CORBYN Jeremy, United Kingdom, SOC
FERNANDES Emmanuel, France, UEL
FRIDEZ Pierre-Alain, Switzerland, SOC
GIOVAGNOLI Gerardo, San Marino, SOC
GÓMEZ-REINO Antón, Spain, UEL
GRIFFITHS Leslie, United Kingdom, SOC
HUNKO Andrej, Germany, UEL
JONES Ruth, United Kingdom, SOC
KATROUGALOS George, Greece, UEL
LOUCAIDES George, Cyprus, UEL
NICOLINI Marco, San Marino, UEL
OSAMOR Kate, United Kingdom, SOC
PRINGLE Thomas, Ireland, UEL
SCHENNACH Stefan, Austria, SOC
SHARMA Virendra, United Kingdom, SOC
SKÚLADÓTTIR Jódís, Iceland, UEL
SØNDERGAARD Søren, Denmark, UEL
STAMBACH-TERRENOIR Anne, France, UEL
UNNELAND Andreas Sjalg, Norway, UEL

1. SOC: Socialists, Democrats and Greens Group
UEL: Group of the Unified European Left
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