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Socialising at schools: for an inclusive education fostering 
democratic values

Motion for a resolution
tabled by Ms Luz MARTINEZ SEIJO and other members of the Assembly

This motion has not been discussed in the Assembly and commits only those who have signed it

The Reykjavík Summit underlined the importance of education in giving children and young people the 
necessary references to grow up embracing democratic values in culturally diverse societies. The 
new Council of Europe Education Strategy 2024-2030, launched at the 26th Conference of Ministers of 
Education, focuses on three pillars: renewing the democratic and civic mission of education; enhancing 
the social responsibility and responsiveness of education; advancing education through a human rights-based 
digital transformation.

While competences for democratic culture, civic engagement, learning methodologies, and responsiveness 
and innovation in and through education are essential concerns, these aims cannot be achieved in isolation. 
Care for the learners’ holistic development, mental health and well-being in a safe environment are pillars of 
quality education. To nurture democratic values, schools must be an inclusive space of socialisation where all 
may feel recognised and respected, and enjoy being with others.

Violence, bullying, discrimination, racism are unfortunately still present in school settings. Learning to live 
together in diversity, respecting and tolerating different attitudes that arise from coexistence are part of the 
socialisation process and a key element to implement learning strategies, such as cooperative learning and 
project-based learning, with special attention to vulnerable learners.

The spread of new technologies and the use of social media, video games, virtual realities and generative 
artificial intelligence models may have great educational benefits but create new problems, including stress, 
anxiety, a sense of isolation and alienation, and new forms of violence and bullying that the educational 
system must deal with.

The Parliamentary Assembly should urge Council of Europe member States to further promote the 
socialisation aspects of a quality education in the digital age, with a view to improving the learners’ safety, 
mental health, and well-being, fostering democratic values, and strengthening tolerance and inclusion in a 
sustainable society.

Signed (see overleaf)
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Signed1:

MARTINEZ SEIJO Luz, Spain, SOC
AKALIN Mehmet, Türkiye, ALDE
BANKOĞLU Aysu, Türkiye, SOC
BONNEAU François, France, ALDE
BROUWERS Karin, Belgium, EPP/CD
CAMAJ Nikolla, Montenegro, ALDE
EFSTATHIOU Constantinos, Cyprus, SOC
EFTHYMIOU Anna, Greece, EPP/CD
FOULKES George, United Kingdom, SOC
GÖREN BÖLÜK Seda, Türkiye, NR
GRIPPO Valentina, Italy, ALDE
GRYFFROY Andries, Belgium, NR
IORDANOVA Nadejda, Bulgaria, NR
JENSEN Mogens, Denmark, SOC
KONSTANKEVYCH Iryna, Ukraine, EC/DA
KRAVCHUK Yevheniia, Ukraine, ALDE
LINDBERG Kristoffer, Sweden, SOC
POLIDORI Catia, Italy, EPP/CD
SCHENNACH Stefan, Austria, SOC
SEPASHVILI Eka, Georgia, EC/DA
SUSHKO Pavlo, Ukraine, EC/DA
THÓRARINSSON Birgir, Iceland, EPP/CD
VALENTIN Kim, Denmark, ALDE

1. ALDE: Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe
EC/DA: European Conservatives Group and Democratic Alliance
EPP/CD: Group of the European People's Party
SOC: Socialists, Democrats and Greens Group
NR: Representatives not belonging to a Political Group
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