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Media freedom in sport

Motion for a resolution
tabled by Mr Mogens JENSEN and other members of the Assembly

This motion has not been discussed in the Assembly and commits only those who have signed it

The media is an integral part of the global sports industry and a key factor in the sports economy as it 
connects sports competitions with the public at large. Sports journalists have a mission to inform the public 
and can play a major role in revealing misbehaviour and scandals that affect sports organisations and 
athletes, and in promoting value-based sports governance; they should not be seen as mere communication 
officers of sports organisations or competitions organisers.

Sports journalism suffers from the challenges that impact independent journalism, due to the crisis of 
traditional media in the era of global digitalisation and the rise of social media. However, some specific 
characteristics of sports journalism make the challenges harder. Journalists who address critically issues 
within the sports family they cover are often met with disdain by their colleagues, and marginalised because 
they put harmony within the family at risk. The de facto monopoly status of sports organisations further serves 
to strengthen a culture where criticism is not allowed and sports journalists have been, and are subject to 
pressure, threats and retaliation measures because of their reports. This is not acceptable.

Media organisations and journalists should have proper access to sports event venues, to fulfil their role as 
witnesses and critical observers. While copyright and broadcasting rights impose limitations, their protection 
must be balanced with the freedom of information and there should not be any undue restrictions on how 
sports news content is created and disseminated. Sports journalists must be protected from violence, 
intimidation, harm, discrimination, and (self)-censorship, and they should have the right to protect the sources 
of their information, which, in many instances, has been jeopardised.

The Parliamentary Assembly should consider these issues and urge public authorities and sports 
organisations to fully guarantee media freedom and independent media reporting in the sports world.

Signed (see overleaf)
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Signed1:

JENSEN Mogens, Denmark, SOC
AKALIN Mehmet, Türkiye, ALDE
ARENT Iwona, Poland, EC/DA
BERNACKI Włodzimierz, Poland, EC/DA
BITZ Olivier, France, ALDE
EFSTATHIOU Constantinos, Cyprus, SOC
FOULKES George, United Kingdom, SOC
GRIPPO Valentina, Italy, ALDE
GRYFFROY Andries, Belgium, NR
HOYO Belén, Spain, EPP/CD
KRAVCHUK Yevheniia, Ukraine, ALDE
MARTINEZ SEIJO Luz, Spain, SOC
OVCHYNNYKOVA Yuliia, Ukraine, ALDE
ROMANOWSKI Marcin, Poland, EC/DA
RUSTAMYAN Armen, Armenia, SOC
SÁNCHEZ GARCÍA José María, Spain, EC/DA
SCHENNACH Stefan, Austria, SOC
SEPASHVILI Eka, Georgia, EC/DA
ŠLESERS Ričards, Latvia, NR
STEVENSON Jane, United Kingdom, EC/DA

1. ALDE: Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe
EC/DA: European Conservatives Group and Democratic Alliance
EPP/CD: Group of the European People's Party
SOC: Socialists, Democrats and Greens Group
NR: Representatives not belonging to a Political Group
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