COUNCIL OF EUROPE

Parliamentary Assembly
ssemblée parlementaire

P

== CONSEIL DE LEUROPE

Doc. 16156
09 April 2025

The need to protect the rights of religious and ethnic minority
groups in Syria

Written declaration No. 808

This written declaration does not reflect the position of the Assembly; only of those members that have signed
it. It will not be considered further by the Assembly.

We, the undersigned, declare the following:

The situation for civilians in Syria — particularly those belonging to minority groups such as Christians, Druze
and Alawites — has become increasingly precarious following recent territorial control by the Sunni extremist
group Hay'at Tahrir al-Sham (HTS).

As HTS has consolidated its power in Syria, fears of reprisal and systematic discrimination against persons
belonging to religious and ethnic minorities have risen exponentially.

Reports indicate that minorities are experiencing an escalation of violence, including threats, intimidation, and
targeted attacks which include killings and summary executions. Civilians are particularly at risk, facing
harassment and social ostracism. There are documented cases of forced conversion, extortion and
restrictions on religious practices, severely undermining the freedom that these minority groups once had in
areas under HTS control.

The international community must urgently address the plight of these minorities in Syria. It is essential to
foster dialogue and to safeguard the rights of all Syrians, regardless of their religious or ethnic background.
The situation calls for immediate humanitarian assistance as well as long-term strategies and urgent
measures to make sure that the rights of all persons are protected throughout the Syrian territory. The
international community must also be ready to use sanctions or other action if minority groups are
endangered.

Signed (see overleaf)
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WIECHEL Markus, Sweden, ECPA
ARENT Iwona, Poland, ECPA
BRABANDERE Bob, De, Belgium, ECPA
CHEPTONAR Andrian, Republic of Moldova, EPP/CD
CORLATEAN Titus, Romania, SOC
DAVIDOVICI Natalia, Republic of Moldova, EPP/CD
GONCHARENKO Oleksii, Ukraine, ECPA
GROZA lon, Republic of Moldova, EPP/CD
JABLONSKI Pawet, Poland, ECPA
KANTHAK Jan, Poland, ECPA
KAUFMANN Malte, Germany, ECPA
KHOMENKO Olena, Ukraine, ECPA
KROSS Eerik-Niiles, Estonia, ALDE
MEREZHKO Oleksandr, Ukraine, ALDE
MULLEN Roénan, Ireland, NR
NATALUKHA Dmytro, Ukraine, ECPA
PLAZYNSKI Kacper Maciej, Poland, ECPA
RUBBESTAD Michael, Sweden, ECPA
STEGRUD Jessica, Sweden, ECPA
TIBLOM Victoria, Sweden, ECPA

WEYEL Harald, Germany, ECPA
ZABORSKA Anna, Slovak Republic, ECPA
ZINGERIS Emanuelis, Lithuania, EPP/CD

Total = 23

1. ALDE: Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe
ECPA: European Conservatives, Patriots and Affiliates
EPP/CD: Group of the European People's Party
SOC: Socialists, Democrats and Greens Group
NR: Representatives not belonging to a Political Group



