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Need for enhanced international co-operation on combatting 
human trafficking

Motion for a resolution
tabled by Mr Cristian-Augustin NICULESCU-ȚÂGÂRLAȘ and other members of the Assembly

This motion has not been discussed in the Assembly and commits only those who have signed it

According to Europol, human trafficking is a serious crime that affects the people’s fundamental rights and 
dignity, being one of the most frequent forms embodied by modern slavery. A recent Eurostat report revealed 
that over 83 000 trafficking victims were registered in the European Union in the last decade (2013-2013). 
Nevertheless, human trafficking remains largely underreported.

The High-Level Conference held in Warsaw on 18 September 2025 marked the 20th anniversary of the 
opening for signature of the Council of Europe Convention on Action against Trafficking in Human Beings 
(CETS No. 197). In this context, the added value of the monitoring work of the Group of Experts on Action 
against Trafficking in Human Beings (GRETA) should be acknowledged. In line with the Parliamentary 
Assembly Resolution 2323 (2020) “Concerted action against human trafficking and the smuggling of 
migrants”, parliaments should do their utmost by using the tools at their disposal to support the prevention and 
fight against human trafficking.

From a criminological perspective, human trafficking is the means while sexual exploitation or forced labour is 
the purpose. For this reason, the fight against human trafficking must be viewed in its entire chain of causality 
and responsibility. Moreover, human trafficking does not end on the territory of the countries of origin, and has 
implications for the countries of destination, where victims are exploited and profits are made.

In fighting human trafficking, the measures taken by the countries of origin are not sufficient to break the 
vicious circle of this insidious scourge.

To put an end to the perpetuation of human trafficking, the Assembly should call on countries of destination to 
review their own relevant policies by setting up more appropriate mechanisms designed to hold those who are 
guilty criminally liable.

Signed (see overleaf)
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Signed1:

NICULESCU-ȚÂGÂRLAȘ Cristian-Augustin, Romania, EPP/CD
AKALIN Mehmet, Türkiye, ALDE
BAKOYANNIS Dora, Greece, EPP/CD
BERGAMINI Deborah, Italy, EPP/CD
BIDO Ardit, Albania, SOC
BINDER-KELLER Marianne, Switzerland, EPP/CD
BOROWSKI Marek, Poland, EPP/CD
BRICO Christophe, Monaco, EPP/CD
BULAI Iulian, Romania, ALDE
CHATZIIOANNIDOU Maria-Nefeli, Greece, EPP/CD
CORLĂŢEAN Titus, Romania, SOC
EDER-GITSCHTHALER Andrea, Austria, EPP/CD
FRESKO-ROLFO Béatrice, Monaco, ALDE
GALLES Paul, Luxembourg, EPP/CD
GONCHARENKO Oleksii, Ukraine, ECPA
HORGA Maria-Gabriela, Romania, EPP/CD
KALNIŅA-LUKAŠEVICA Zanda, Latvia, EPP/CD
LEYTE Carmen, Spain, EPP/CD
MEZENTSEVA-FEDORENKO Mariia, Ukraine, EPP/CD
MODERT Octavie, Luxembourg, EPP/CD
MURARIU Oana, Romania, ALDE
NAGY Szabolcs, Romania, EPP/CD
PAVIĆ Marko, Croatia, EPP/CD
POMASKA Agnieszka, Poland, EPP/CD
ROBLES Gonzalo, Spain, EPP/CD
SIGHIARTĂU Robert-Ionatan, Romania, EPP/CD
SPĂTARU Elena-Simona, Romania, ALDE
STAMATIS Georgios, Greece, EPP/CD
SYRENGELA Maria, Greece, EPP/CD
TORNARITIS Nicos, Cyprus, EPP/CD
VOKSHI Albana, Albania, EPP/CD

1. ALDE: Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe
ECPA: European Conservatives, Patriots and Affiliates
EPP/CD: Group of the European People's Party
SOC: Socialists, Democrats and Greens Group
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