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Measures to combat the rise in sexual and domestic violence 
against children and women in Europe

Motion for a resolution
tabled by Ms Birgit BESSIN and other members of the Assembly

This motion has not been discussed in the Assembly and commits only those who have signed it

According to data from the French Ministerial Statistical Department for Internal Security (SSMSI), the number 
of victims of sexual violence in France rose by 7 % in 2024 compared to the previous year, reaching 122 600 
victims, and rapes and attempted rapes increased by 9 %. Between 2016 and 2024, the number of victims of 
sexual violence more than doubled.

In Germany, the number of cases of child and youth pornography on the internet doubled from 2020 to 2022, 
reaching 48 821 cases. In 2022, 15 520 cases of child sexual abuse were registered. The number of rapes, 
sexual assaults and particularly serious sexual assaults recorded by the police almost doubled between 2014 
and 2024, reaching 13 320 cases.

The publication of these facts is welcome. Only by naming the problem can a lasting solution be found. 
Member States of the Council of Europe should publish detailed statistics so that the Parliamentary Assembly 
can examine the state of (in)security and issue recommendations on best practices.

Moreover, the Assembly should call on member States to provide police and judicial authorities with better 
training and equipment to combat sexual violence; to ensure that victims of sexual violence have rapid and 
effective access to legal remedies, adequate protection measures and the best possible medical and 
psychological assistance; to discuss the causes of the increase in sexual violence transparently, as a matter 
of priority and with public participation, and to draw far-reaching political conclusions in order to combat the 
root causes. The Assembly should also emphasise the importance of international security, co-operation and 
data exchange between member States in order to support the fight against sexual violence.

Signed (see overleaf)
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Signed:

BESSIN Birgit, Germany, ECPA
BALTEN Adam, Germany, ECPA
BRABANDERE Bob, De, Belgium, ECPA
DIAS PINTO Ricardo, Portugal, ECPA
ĐORĐEVIĆ Vladimir, Serbia, ECPA
DUMITRESCU Cristina Gabriella, Romania, ECPA
FÜRST Susanne, Austria, ECPA
GEVORGYAN Armen, Armenia, ECPA
GRAF Martin, Austria, ECPA
HOLLIK István, Hungary, ECPA
JABŁOŃSKI Paweł, Poland, ECPA
JÄCKEL Sandra, Austria, ECPA
KAUFMANN Malte, Germany, ECPA
KEMPF Martina, Germany, ECPA
KÖHLER Achim, Germany, ECPA
LAMELY Pierre, Germany, ECPA
MARTEL Johann, Germany, ECPA
MITREA Dumitrina, Romania, ECPA
NATALUKHA Dmytro, Ukraine
RUBBESTAD Michael, Sweden, ECPA
SCHOOS Alexandra, Luxembourg, ECPA
TIBLOM Victoria, Sweden, ECPA
WIECHEL Markus, Sweden, ECPA
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