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Addressing culture as a foundation for the democratisation of 
Belarus

Motion for a resolution
tabled by Ms Agnieszka POMASKA and other members of the Assembly

This motion has not been discussed in the Assembly and commits only those who have signed it

The Parliamentary Assembly, in its Resolution 2123 (2016) “Culture and democracy”, Resolution 2499 (2023) 
“Addressing the specific challenges faced by the Belarusians in exile”, and Resolution 2558 (2024) 
“Countering the erasure of cultural identity in war and peace”, stressed that culture can play a fundamental 
role in creating a democratic Belarus and can significantly contribute to this process.

Culture is a pillar of democratic resilience, as its dynamism is the backbone of democratic security. Arts and 
culture promote pluralism, critical thinking, and public reflection, thereby strengthening resistance to 
authoritarianism. Therefore, artistic freedom, cultural rights, and citizens’ participation in cultural life are central 
to protecting and promoting democracy. Today, the Lukashenka regime endangers these principles through 
the erosion of the Belarusian language in education, the liquidation of independent cultural institutions and 
organisations, the criminalisation of cultural activity and expression, the militarisation and ideological control of 
the education system, the manipulation and centralisation of historical narratives, and the destruction, neglect, 
and reshaping of cultural heritage.

The democratic forces of Belarus play an active role in reviving the Belarusian language and culture as 
the foundation for a future democratic Belarus. The safeguarding and further development of Belarusian 
cultural identity will ultimately foster democratic resilience and contribute to regional security, supporting 
a strengthened European identity for Belarus.

Given its strong support for the Belarusian democratic forces, the Assembly has a significant role to play in 
proposing measures to help Council of Europe member States support the revival and renewal of Belarusian 
national identity and culture for Belarusians, both in exile and in Belarus itself.

Signed (see overleaf)
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Signed1:

POMASKA Agnieszka, Poland, EPP/CD
ABRAHAM Knut, Germany, EPP/CD
BOROWSKI Marek, Poland, EPP/CD
BRICO Christophe, Monaco, EPP/CD
BULAI Iulian, Romania, ALDE
CARVALHO Ricardo, Portugal, EPP/CD
DALLE Benjamin, Belgium, EPP/CD
DAVIDOVICI Natalia, Republic of Moldova, EPP/CD
FRESKO-ROLFO Béatrice, Monaco, ALDE
FRYSZTAK Konrad, Poland, EPP/CD
GALLES Paul, Luxembourg, EPP/CD
JASKULSKI Patryk, Poland, EPP/CD
KRAVCHUK Yevheniia, Ukraine, ALDE
LEYTE Carmen, Spain, EPP/CD
LYDEKA Arminas, Lithuania, ALDE
MEREZHKO Oleksandr, Ukraine, ALDE
MINNICH Andreas, Austria, EPP/CD
MODERT Octavie, Luxembourg, EPP/CD
MULLEN Rónán, Ireland, EPP/CD
NOWICKA Wanda, Poland, SOC
PASQUIER-CIULLA Christine, Monaco, EPP/CD
PAVIĆ Marko, Croatia, EPP/CD
ROBLES Gonzalo, Spain, EPP/CD
SIGHIARTĂU Robert-Ionatan, Romania, EPP/CD
SOBOLIEV Serhii, Ukraine, EPP/CD
STAMATIS Georgios, Greece, EPP/CD
SYRENGELA Maria, Greece, EPP/CD
TRUSKOLASKI Krzysztof, Poland, EPP/CD
TSABAL Volodymyr, Ukraine, ALDE
VOKSHI Albana, Albania, EPP/CD
WIECHEL Markus, Sweden, ECPA

1. ALDE: Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe
ECPA: European Conservatives, Patriots and Affiliates
EPP/CD: Group of the European People's Party
SOC: Socialists, Democrats and Greens Group
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