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1.

The Committee on Cultural and Scientific Questions, a list of the members of which is attached at Appendix "
A", has pleasure in presenting its first annual report to the Consultative Assembly.

1. It will be recalled that at its First Session, the Consultative Assembly adopted seven Recommendations
in the cultural and scientific fields. A list of the Recommendations is attached at Appendix " B ".

2. The Recommendations were subsequently referred for consideration to the Committee of Ministers at
its meeting in Paris from the 3rd- 5th November 1949.

3. The Committee of Ministers adopted the Recommendation relating to the conclusion of cultural
conventions and Member Stales were notified accordingly by the Secretariat-General. Replies were received
from four Governments only, the Netherlands, Norway, Sweden and the United Kingdom. The Committee on
Cultural and Scientific Questions feels impelled to call the attention of Representatives to this unsatisfactory
number of replies and to point out further that notwithstanding the adoption of the Recommendation by the
Committee of Ministers, no negotiations were opened by Member States for the conclusion of new cultural
conventions. It should, however, be stated that several Governments are in the process of arranging new
conventions but thése were conceived before the Session of the Assembly.

(a) The Committee of Ministers at the meeting mentioned in paragraph two above also considered the
Recommendations relating to the free circulation of cultural material, co-operation in the field of scientific
research including the pooling of material resources, and the encouragement of private associations working
to promote European culture and decided to instruct the Secretary-General to establish contacts with the
organisations already engaged in those fields, particularly the United Nations Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organisation, the Permanent Commission of the Brussels Treaty Powers and the Cultural
Commission of the Scandinavian States. The Secretary-General was also instructed to prépare a report for
the Committee of Ministers on the problems inherent in these Recommendations. (b) The Committee of
Ministers decided moreover, that the three other Recommendations submitted for its consideration, namely,
the Conference of Ministers of Education, the meeting of University authorities, and the establishment of a
European Cultural Centre could more usefully be examined if it were first provided with the report mentioned
in the preceding sub-paragraph. Further discussion on the Recommendation was, consequently, deferred to
the following Session of the Committee.

(a) The Bureau of the Committee on Cultural and Scientific Questions met in Strasbourg on the 2nd April 1950
and preparations were made for a plenary meeting to be held on the 28th April. During the course of the
meeting of the Bureau, the Chairman apprised his coileagues of the substance of the report which had been
prepared by the Secretary-General and presented to the Committee of Ministers on the 30th Mardi. The
Bureau was also informed of the conclusions reached by the Committee of Ministers on the three
Recommendations mentioned in paragraph 4 (a) above. The text of these conclusions is attaehed at
Appendix " C ". (b) The Chairman of the Committee further acquainted the Bureau with ihe décision
formulated by the Committee of Ministers on the second group of Recommendations referred to in sub-
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paragraph 4 (b) above. It was to the effect that the Committee of Ministers had agreed to convene a meeting
of Governmental experts whose terms of reference would be to examine these Recommendations and, in
addition to consider, and report on, the eight-point programme adumbrated by the Consultative Assembly for
a European plan of cultural co-operation (See Appendix " B " — Recommendation No, 6). The Committee of
Ministers had also intimated that Governments would be free to exercise their discretion in designating either
a senior official, a Member of the Cultural Committee of the Assembly, or an independent expert.

(a) The Committee on Cultural and Scientific Questions met in plenary session from the 28th-29th April. The
Committee after taking note of the decisions of the Committee of Minis-" ters mentioned above proceeded to
redraft the Recommendation relating to the practical aid to be furnished to private associations working for the
promotion of European culture. (See Appendix " B " — Recommendation No. 4). A new text was subsequently
approved together with the procedure for its implementation. A copy is attached at Appendix " D ". This text
will be presented in the form of a Recommendation to the Consultative Assembly at its Second Session in
August. (b) The Committee discussed the text of the draft agreement of Unesco on the importation of
educational, scientific and cultural material. The Chairman referred to its bold character as compared with its
predecessor and added that as he was due to attend the Fifth General Conference of Unesco as a member of
the ltalian delegation, he would.be in a position at the same time to voice the views of the Consultative
Assembly when the draft was under discussion. (c) The Committee also gave preliminary consideration to the
question of extending to the Member States the benefits of the cultural identity card recently issued by the
Permanent Commission of the Brussels Treaty Powers and agreed that a Recommendation to this effect
would be presented at the forthcoming Session of the Assembly. (d) The Committee after being informed that
the meeting of cultural experts mentioned in paragraph 5 (b) above would be held in Strasbourg on the 28th
June, instructed M. V. Larock, the Rapporteur, and M. E. Giacchero to attend it in a consultative capacity.

The meeting of experts sat from the 28th-30th June. The Rapporteur was unable to be present owing to the
political situation in Belgium. M. E. Giacchero gave an account of the proceedings to a meeting of the Bureau
which was convened on the 30th June at Strasbourg.
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Appendix 2 APPENDIX B
Cultural Recommendations adopted by the Assembly at its 1st session 1

Cultural conventions. — Free circulation and free exchange of cultural works. —Cooperation in
scientific research. — Aid to cultural organisations

1. That cultural conventions be established between the Member States of the Council of Europe, in the
spirit of the agreements which have already been concluded between several of these countries.

2. That appropriate measures be taken to ensure, between Member States of the Council, the free
circulation and free exchange exempt from all Customs and similar duty, of books, periodicals, papers, works
of art and documentary films, except those prohibited by the laws in force relating to public morality.

3. That consideration be given to the question of closer collaboration in scientific research and technical
development between Member States of the Council, and the maximum pooling of material resources and
technical manpower for this purpose.

4, That provision be made for practical aid, by legislation or otherwise, for private associations which are
working to promote European culture.

Meeting of ministers of Education and university authorities

5. That in the near future the Committee of Ministers be recommended to invite the Ministers of Education to
meet with a view to drawing up a European plan for cultural co-operation. The Ministers of Education may be
assisted by such experts as they may desire.

6. That the Committee of Ministers invite the responsible authorities (Rectors, Chancellors, Vice-Chancellors,
etc.) to a meeting to consult each other on the measures to be adopted in regard to matters that come under
the jurisdiction of the Universities.

The plan of co-operation to be submitted to the next session of the Assembly should relate in particular to the
following points :

a. Comparative study of the teaching programmes in order that the best features of each may be available
to all.

b. The development of the teaching of the leading European languages.
c. The conditions under which university degrees and diplomas may be recognised in other countries.

d. The preparation of a series of impartial books dealing with the geography and the history of European
countries which bring out the links between them.

e. The arranging of University courses and lectures on European problems and organisations.

The creation of as large a number as possible of scholarships and periods of study in universities and
higher teaching and research institutes abroad.

g. The methods to be adopted to raise the cultural level of the population in the interest of European unity
by the education of adults, university extension lectures, broadcasts and the cinema, exchange of
records and films between nations and by art and folklore exhibitions.

h. The collective utilisation of the artistic and, particularly, archaeological treasures, which constitute one
of the fundamental elements of the common heritage of the European peoples.

European Cultural Center

7. That the Committee of Ministers institute a European Cultural Centre.

Note : The Assembly, in so far as these Recommendations relate to those for which Unesco is responsible at
a European level, recommends that an effective liaison be established with that Organisation.

1. Document n° 78 (ordinary session 1949).



Doc. 3 Report

Appendix 3 APPENDIX C

Conclusions of the Committee of Ministers on the Recommendations dealing with (a) the free
circulation of cultural material, (b) co-operation in the field of scientific research and (c) the
encouragement of private associations working to promote European culture.

(a) That Member States be requested to support, as far as possible, the far-reaching measures at present
being taken by the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation to prepare an international
agreement covering the terms of this Recommendation and, in particular, to impress upon Governmental
delegations attending the Fifth General Conference of the Unesco to be held in Florence in May, 1950, the
importance which the Consultative Assembly of the Council of Europe attaches to a suitable agreement being
adopted at this Conference.

(b) That the Committee of Ministers welcomes the measures initiated by the 0. E. E. C. which, it considers,
satisfy the practical aspects of the Assembly's Recommendation and request that it be kept informed of
ensuing developments with the view of informing the Second Session of the Consultative Assembly of the
results achieved in this field.

(c) That inasmuch as Unesco is already furnishing the aid required by the terms of this Recommendation,
clarification of the words " practical aid " be requested from the Second Session of the Consultative Assembly
through its Committee on Cultural and Scientific Questions.
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Appendix 4 APPENDIX D

Text of Draft Recommendation relating to the support to be given to private organisations working to
promote European culture together with the procedure connected therewith.

The Committee on Cultural and Scientific Questions recommends that the support of the Council of Europe be
given to private international organisations the object of which is to promote European culture. This support
might take the form of simple patronage if such is required; it might be extended to include financial aid if an
appropriate sum were subsequently to be included in Lhc budget of the Council of Europe.

Draft Procedure :

1.

A request would be received by the Assembly either through one of its Representatives or through the
Secretariat-General.

The Committee on Cultural and Scientific Questions would examine the request confidentially.

The proposal put forward by the Committee would be transmitted through the Bureau of the Assembly
to the Joint Committee of the Assembly and the Committee of Ministers.

If the proposal were to be accepted by the Joint Committee, the Bureau of the Assembly would submit it
to the latter as a draft Recommendation to the Committee of Ministers.

If the proposal were rejected by the Joint Committee it would be referred back to the Committee on
Cultural and Scientific Questions with the opinion of the Joint Committee for the purpose of a fresh
discussion,

if the Proposal were withdrawn, no further action would be taken;

if, however, the Proposal were to be reendorsed it would be submitted to the Committee of Ministers
with whom the ultimate decision would lie.



