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Motion for a Recommendation
The Assembly

R eferringtoRecommendation 81 (1955) whereby the Consultative Assemblyrequestedthe
Committee of Ministers to proposetothe MemberStates"theextensiontothenationalsoft
h e other member countries of certain travel facilities and advantagesgrantedbyamembercountryto
itsownnationals";

Consideringth atth e war disabled of various Member State s ofthe Council of Eur o p e enjoy, in
their own countries, special tr a v e | facilities, particularlywithregardtorailw ay fares;

Considering t h a t an Agreementon t he E x ¢ h a n g e of War Disabled with a view to Medical Treatmen
t was signed on 1 3t h December 1955 by allth e Member Statesofth e CouncilofEurope;

Consideringt h atexchange and contactsbetweenwarvictimsstrengthenth e bonds of
friendship betweenindividualsandpeoplesandsubstitute comprehension and solidarity for past
hostility;thatthese exchangesandcontactsareessentialtoEuropeanreconciliationandf
riendship;andthatitisconsequentlynecessarytopromoteandfavourthem;

Considering, moreover, t h a tit would be well, forhumanitarianreasons, to give specialattention
to t h e case of war disabled persons unableto tra v e | alone or who have difficulty moving about alone,

Recommends to the Committee of Ministersthead o p tion of adraft Agreementto t h e following
effect :

ARTICLE 1

T h e war disabled, as definedinthelegislationofeachofthe Member State sshal,b whentheytr
aveltoandduringtheirstayinoneofthoseStates,enjoythereductionsoforexempti
o n s from railway fares which that State grantstoits own war disabled.

ARTICLE 2

The guide accompanyingawardisabledpersonunabletomoveaboutalone or who has
difficulty moving about alone shall enjoy t h e exemptions or reductions grantedbytheregulationsorl
egislationofthecountryconcerned.

ARTICLE 3
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Theadvantage s specified in Articles1and2ofthepresentAgreement shallb e accordedupon
presentationofaEuropeandocumentapprovedbythe Governmentsandstatingthatth
e holder, w h e t h e r war disabled person or guide, enjoys t h e benefits of t h e provisions of t h e present
Agreement.

ARTICLE 4

ThelawsandregulationsinforceintheterritoriesoftheContractingPartiesandto
which t h e present Convention applies, and t h e reservations formulated by ContractingP artie s, are set f
orthinAnnexlandAnnexllrespectively.

ARTICLE 5

The presentAgreement shallbeopentothesignatureofthe Membersofthe Councilof Europ
ewhomayaccedetoiteitherby:

1. signaturewithoutreservationinrespectofratification;

2. signature withreservationinrespectofratification.

Instrumentsofratificationshallbedeposited with the Secretary-General of t he Council of
Europe.

ARTICLE 6

The present Agreement shall enterinto forceonth e firstdayofthemonthfollowingthedateon
which t h r e e Members of the Council shall, in accordance with Article 5, h a v e signed t h e Agreement w i t
houtreservationinrespectofratificationorshallhaveratifiedit.

I n the case of any Member of the Councilwhosubsequentlyshallsignthe Agreementwithoutr
eservationinrespectofratification,orwhoshallratifyit, the Agreement shall enterint o force
ont h e first day of the m o n t h following such signatureordepositoftheinstrumentof
ratification.

ARTICLE 7

The Committee of Ministers of the Councilof Europemayinviteanynon-Member State toaccede
to the present Agreement. Such accession shallta k e effectonth e firstdayofthemonth followingth e
depositof theinstrum e ntofaccession.

ARTICLE 8

TheSecretary-Generalofthe Council of E uro p e shall notify Members of t h e Council :

a. ofthedateofentryintoforce ofthis Agreement a n d shall give t h e names of a ny
Memberswho havesignedwithoutreservationinrespectofratificationorwho
have ratified i t;

b. ofthedepositofanyinstrumentofaccessioninaccordancewithArticle 7;
C. of any modification received in a c c o rd a n ¢ e with Article 9 and its effective date.
ARTICLE 9

The present Agreement shall remain i n force indefinitely.

AnyContractingPartymayterminateitsownapplicationofthe Agreementb y giving
oneyear'snoticetothateffecttotheSecretary-General ofth e Council of Europe.

I n witness whereof the undersigned, beingdulyauthorisedtoth ateffect, have signedtheprese
n t Agreement.

Donc - a t - (date)
Explanatory Memorandum

1.InitsRecommendation81(1955),theConsultative Assembly ofth e Councilof Europei
nstructedits Committee of Ministers t o propose t o t h e Member Governments "theextensiontot
henationalsoftheothermembercountriesofcertaintravelfacilties and advantagesgr
antedbyamembercountrytoitsownnationals".
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Rapidimplementationofthisrecommendationisparticularlydesirableinregardtopr
ovidingtransportfacilities for war cripples a n d t h e war disabled.

2. Aimost allofthe Member Stateshavelegislationorregulationsconcemningthismatter,
but such provisions are notidenticalineitherthenatureorscopeoftheadvantages
offered.

Onecannothopetoputanendquicklytothisdiversity.Thelessfavourablenation
alsystemscannotbesystematicallyraisedtoth e level of t h e more generous ones, and it would
beunreasonabletoaskthelattertobasetheirpractices,evenpartially,onthoseofthe
former. This being t h e case, uniformity inthis matter, though desirable, does n o t appear possible in t h
eimmediate future.

Itisthereforenecessarytotakeintoaccountthediversityamongthevariousnatio
nalsystems.Thepresentprojectisthusbasedonth e following principle : each Member State u
ndertakestogranttoth e wardisabled citizens of t h e other Member States t h e reducti o n s in fare
t h a tit grants to its own war disabled.

3. By virtu e of this principle, which is faithful to both the spiritandletterofRecommendation 81,
a Member State thatgrantsnotransportfacilities t o its war victims canno t be obligedtogrant
such facilities t o t he citizens of t h e other Member State s . In additio n, it lies with those Governments
which g r a n t reductions to their war disabled to decide wh eth e rt h e y are willing, nevertheless,togra
nt,withoutdiscrimination,suchreductionstoforeign war disabled, eventoth os e who
donotenjoyanyparticularadvantagein their own country.

4. The case of war disabled personswhoareunabletotravelalone or who hav e difficul t y moving
aboutaloneshouldbetreatedwithspecialhumanitarianconsideration

Wethinkthatsuchconsiderationshouldalsoincludereductionsorexemptions forth e guide
accompanyingthedisabledwhentheytravelabroad,suchreductionsor
exemptionstobethesameasthosegrantedbytherailroadstotheirownnationals.

5.lnanyevent,thepresentprojectisofanaturetoprovideanappreciablecontributiont
otheformationofthespiritof Europeansolidaritywhichisth e major objective of t he
Councilof Europe.Infavouringexchangesandcontactsamong war victims (though
withoutinvolvingimportantfinancial repercussions on t h e economy of the variousrailroads),
and,particularly,insubstitutingnewunderstandingandfriendshipforformerho
stility,itconstitutesoneofthebasesof Europeanreconciliationandoneofthe
seeds of peace formankind.

Signed (see overleaf)
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Signed:

RADIUS René, France



